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editorial 


In defence of 
the D word 


While everyone else — at 
least, those who care about 
such things — is whooping 
with delight at how the 2012 
Paralympic Games is going 
to do wonders for the profile, 
inclusion and place in society 
of disabled people, a more 
contentious view has come 
from an unlikely quarter. 

Sir Philip Craven, President 
of the International Olympic 
Committee and a former 
wheelchair basketball player 
told BBC News online that the 
word disability “Should be 
removed from the lexicon as it 
pertains to human beings”. 

In one sense it’s possible to 
see his problem. After all — 
and this has sometimes been 
a bone of contention in its 
own right — the Paralympics 
is all about athletic ability 
and prowess, framed by the 
Olympic ideals of “Faster, 
Higher, Stronger”. 

But, in a wider context, Sir 
Philip is missing a vital point. 
In society, just as in the 
Paralympics, Disability (with 

or without the capital D) 
doesn’t refer to the 
inadequacies of any 
individual, which is what he 
seems to assume. 

Machines, bombs, people 
only become “Disabled” 
when some outside force 


renders them incapable of 
performing the task for 
which they were created or 
fulfilling their potential. 
With people like us, it’s 
society, or more specifically, 
the attitudes and barriers 
which exist or are created by 
people in it which render us 
disabled, too often incapable 
of equality of existence and 
achievement; prevented 
from fulfilling our potential. 


The Paralympics 
is all about athletic 
ability and prowess, 
framed by the 
Olympic ideals of 
‘Faster, Higher, 
Stronger’ 


So, in the context of the 
Paralympic arena, athletes 
like Ellie Simmonds, David 
Weir, Oscar Pistorius may be 
capable of swimming, wheel- 
ing or running to a higher 
standard than even the 
average able-bodied person. 
But they remain, once 
they’re out in wider society 
firmly and truly disabled. 

The other point Sir Philip 
misses is that we can all be 
proud in our disabled state 
even while being frustrated 
by it. 


disabilitynow.org.uk 3 


Scottish group calls for 2012 
Paralympic boycott 


ee EE yy tele 9-10 
The trouble with society: Mike Smith 
on disability hate crime inquiry 


Sees Ske 12-13 
The looming threat of benefit reform 


4 disabilitynow.org.uk 


issue 48 October 2011 


Fighting for our lives: Nikki Kenward 
on DNR 


Ce AE ete on 18-19 
Miliband holds out little hope says 
Anoushka Alexander 


De TRA ee ta 20-21 
Denmark: disability and bringing home 
the bacon 


Se ee 22 
Small screen break for James Munton 


BEN LISTER/ASSOCIATED NEWSPAPERS/REX FEATURES 


lettefs 285s eee 32-33 
Boycott of Low Review is right, Mike 
Oliver is wrong on TV soaps, lessons 
from the death of Amy Winehouse and 
despair at losing DLA 


Andy Rickell 
Keeping Equality 2025 alive 


ask the experts........... 36-37 
Access to theme park fun and why is a 
teenager losing his DLA? 


pete’s place ................. 39 
Why benefit reform should give us the 


pip 
guest column................ 40 


Peter Beresford on Leonard Cheshire’s 
negative response to challenge 


your rights, your voice, your life 


livingnow 


Matt Hampson ........... 24-27 
It’s life on the touchline...but it’s life 


access to politics ......... 28-30 
Why getting into politics is about more 
than getting elected 


up close and personal ........ 42 
Why stairlifts should be the must-have 
home improvement 


01 EL OEE aera eae 44-45 
Disability fashion: new looks from old 
DME Sree Shy Oaks A 46-49 


Mandy Redvers-Rowe gets on her 
bicycle built for two in Wales 


tried and tested ............. 51 
Slicing and grating at the touch of a 
button 


Helen Dolphin............ 52-53 
Top Gear’s naughty boys get Blue 
Badge flak 


FRED BOOTH 


P sile ls se .e © 6 6 + 6 © 0.0 © 0 © @'e 


entertainment............ 56- 58 
Penny Banners Edinburgh diary and 
Genie Cosmas back on Stream 


abwatch:.\.° 6 sere Cee oe 61 
The site iat welcomes transport gripes 

kash; fae es ae ee 70 
Paul Carter — street fighting man! 

et ea Fo 62 

Peter Cousins finds a new career in old 
equipment 
for Sale 22, ees 64-65 
classifieds ............... 64-66 
inlays 0 yas PE hese eee 64-69 


disabilitynow.org.uk 5 


Drive From Wheelchair and Passenger 
Up Front vehicle specialists 


oy 


; You ‘re after cae service is” econ e none. oy 
Mr Gary Faulkner, Liverpool : 


Why go anywhere else? 


No obligation home demonstration. New and 2nd 
hand vehicles available to suit all price ranges. All 

3 ew! vehicles on the Motability Scheme. Alternative finance 
per, packages available. 3-5 year warranty on all vehicles. 


Call 0121 505 7777 / free phone 0800 046 7620 
email: enquiries@sirusautomotive.co.uk 
web: www.sirusautomotive.com 


Dystrophy = 


Support the following organisations Multiple Sclerosis Society ~ 


newsupdate 


Scottish group calls for 2012 boycott 


lan Macrae 


The Scottish disabled 
people’s anti-cuts group, 
Black Triangle is calling for a 
boycott of the 2012 
Paralympic Games. 

The boycott call was 
timed to coincide with the 
recent Paralympic Day held 
in London’s Trafalgar Square 
and is in protest at the 
sponsorship of the 
Paralympics by ATOS, the 
company currently carrying 
out assessments of disabled 
people for their fitness to 
work and entitlement to 
move from Incapacity 
Benefit to Employment and 
Support Allowance. 

John McArdle of Black 
Triangle told Disability Now: 
“Ne find it insulting to 
disabled people that ATOS 
is sponsoring the 
Paralympics. 

“There’s a massive 
miscarriage of civil justice 
going on in this country. 
That’s proved by the fact 
that 40% of appellants to 
tribunals are having 
assessment decisions 
overturned. 

“Hundreds of thousands 
of disabled people are 
going to be deprived of 
benefits and may have to 
wait up to ten months for 
them to be reinstated. 

“There’ve been 


documented cases of 
suicide and other cases 
where people have had to 
go through the process 
three times and have died 
while waiting for tribunals 
to be heard. 

“It’s totally unacceptable 
that the firm that’s 
contracted to do this is 
sponsoring the Paralympics. 
They’re not disabled people, 
they’re the oppressors of 
disabled people.” 

Black Triangle also intend 
to lobby Paralympic athletes 
in an attempt to get them to 
boycott the Games. 

Responding to the 
possibility that quitting the 
Games may present 
Paralympians with personal 
and professional difficulties, 
McArdle said: “It’s up to the 
individual conscience of 
athletes. But if people are 
facing destitution, we say 


this is really an issue where 
people should take a stand 
and say no to ATOS.” 

Craig Spence, press 
spokesman for the 
International Paralympic 
Committee said that the 
division of ATOS with which 
they worked was not the 
one carrying out the benefit 
assessments. 

“We work with the 
computer side of ATOS. The 
issue of ATOS and 
boycotting is to do with 
ATOS Healthcare. “People 
shouldn’t boycott what will 
be the best Paralympic 
Games ever over the fact 
that one of our sponsors 
has been employed by the 
British Government to 
provide a service.” 

In a statement to 
Disability Now, a 
spokesperson for the British 
Paralympic Association said 
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oe 


they were keeping a 
watching brief. 

“WWe have not been 
contacted about the 
boycott you mention but 
our position on this is that 
we are aware that ATOS’s 
involvement with the DWP 
is drawing a lot of attention 
at the moment. We are 
continuing to monitor the 
situation closely.” 

Meanwhile, John McArdle 
said that there might well 
be direct action aimed at 
disrupting the Games. 

“We're not just going to 
take this lying down and roll 
over and die. Our objective 
is to raise the issue 
nationally. | can well 
imagine that there'll be 
direct action at the Games. 
Disabled people are not 
going to sit by while this 
insult to their dignity as 
human beings is ongoing.” 
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Award-Winning 
Care Homes 


' sTOP PRESS 

Two new specialist 

units opening at 

Beechcroft Care Centre, 

East Grinstead and 

‘Woodhurst Lodge, 

Pease Pottage early 
spring 2011 


Sussex Health Care is an award-winning 
group of care homes founded in 1985. 
The Group now operates 16 homes, 
predominantly in the West Sussex area, 
providing nearly 550 beds, incorporating 
specialist care provision as well as care 
for older people. 


Care Homes for Older People 


Clemsfold House, Horsham 01403 790312 


Forest Lodge, Nutley, Nr Uckfield 01825 712514 
Horncastle House, Sharpthorne 01342 810219 
Kingsmead Care Centre, Horsham 01403 265335 
Longfield Manor, Billingshurst 01403 786832 
Rapkyns Care Home, Horsham 01403 265096 
Upper Mead, Henfield 01273 492870 


Care Homes for People with Learning 
Disabilities/Physical Disabilities/ 
Neurological Conditions 

Beechcroft Care Centre, East Grinstead 01342 300499 


Beech Lodge, Horsham 01403 791725 
Boldings Lodge, Warnham 01403 754323 
Horncastle Care Centre, Sharpthorne 01342 813910 
Kingsmead Lodge, Horsham 01403 211790 
Norfolk Lodge, Horsham 01403 218876 


Orchard Lodge, Warnham, Nr Horsham 01403 242278 


Rapkyns Care Centre, Horsham 01403 276756 
Rapkyns Care Home, Horsham 01403 265096 
White Lodge, Purley 020 8763 2586 


Wisteria Lodge, Nutley 01825 714080 


To find out more about our homes and the 
services we offer, contact: 

Corrine Wallace 

Head of Operational Care Services 

01403 217338 
corrine.wallace@sussexhealthcare.co.uk 


or visit our website for further details 
www.sussexhealthcare.co.uk 


Sussex Health Care 
excellence in care 
i= () 
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Hate crime and systemic failure 


Hidden in Plain Sight is the title of a recently published report from the EHRC on crimes against 
disabled people. Disability commissioner Mike Smith talks to lan Macrae about how and why victims are 


let down by the system 


What is a disabled journalist 
supposed to feel when 
reporting that an inquiry 
into crimes against disabled 
people in which the victim’s 
disability was a motivating 
factor comes up with little 
that is surprising. 

That’s the case with a 
report, Hidden in Plain 
Sight published by the 
Equality And Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) 
following an inquiry which 
looked in detail at ten 
well-documented cases. 

Among the conclusions 
are that there are 
significant numbers of 
these sorts of crimes 
committed each year, that 
too many of them go 
unreported and that those 
who do report attacks or 
abuse all too often receive 
inappropriate reactions 
from the police and other 
public bodies. 

But if none of this is new, 
the Commission’s approach 
has at least led it to some 
conclusions which, if not 
entirely new and surprising, 
have at least meant that 
big institutional issues 
have been thrust into 
the spotlight. 

Lead Commissioner for 


the inquiry and chair of the 
EHRC’s Disability 
Committee, Mike Smith 
(pictured) gives this broad 
outline. 

“Targeted hostility and 
other forms of harassment 
against disabled people are 
really quite commonplace — 
hundreds of thousands of 
cases each year — probably 


significantly more 
commonplace than anyone 
has recognised before. 

“There’s what we're 
calling a systematic and 
institutional failure to 
recognise the problem, to 
respond to it, and to take 
appropriate action to 
that response.” 

In addressing the 


question of how this 
situation has arisen, Smith 
once again gives an answer 
which will sound familiar to 
anyone who has been 
concerned with disability 
hate crime in recent years. 

“There’s a real lack of 
evidence or data because 
police are uncomfortable 
asking about disability in 
the first place. So they 
don’t then consider 
whether disability may have 
been a factor in why it 
happened. They don’t then 
follow through.” 

But he also points to a 
more fundamental problem 
to do with the place and 
perception of disability 
in society. 

“The charity model 
pervades and we've come 
across what might be called 
a collective denial that this 
stuff could be taking place. 
When we investigated 
responses to some of the 
more complicated cases, 
time after time a disabled 
person was targeted and 
yet there was a denial that 
this could have been 
because of their disability. 
So people are just being too 
literal in approaching the 
problem and not thinking 
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deeply enough about it.” 

In other instances, 
whether guided by policy or 
a misguided sense of what’s 
appropriate to do in dealing 
with crimes against disabled 


_ problems. Other softer, 
' more charitable views of 
| disabled people can lead 
to a victim's credibility 
' being questioned. 
“They don’t believe that 


people, Smith says the 
EHRC inquiry found that 
agencies had worked 
against the interests of the 
disabled person. 

“The No Secrets 


guidance, which is meant to 


encourage co-operation 
between public bodies has 
sometimes meant that 
police have just handed 
cases over to social services 
instead of dealing with it as 
a crime. That’s meant that 
what was theft or fraud 
suddenly becomes 
relabelled financial abuse. 
And then the action is 
targeted on the 
vulnerability of the victim, 
making them change 

their life and behaviour, 
perhaps moving them 
instead of dealing with 

the perpetrator.” 

In previous high profile 
hate crimes in other areas 
of the equality agenda, 
the Stephen Lawrence 
murder, for instance, the 
very attitudes which 
motivated the crime itself 
were found to prevail 
among the very people, 
including police officers 
who were charged with 
investigating it. So did the 
EHRC inquiry find evidence 
of institutional disablism 
in police forces? 
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Our inquiry into the 
harassment of disabled People 


What we found out 


MRE Eu2tiy and 
a 
Commission 


“| don’t think | would 
phrase it that way. When we 
talk about systemic failures 
it doesn’t mean that they’re 
overtly discriminatory. It 
means that they don’t deal 
with it very well. They‘re 
probably not doing their 
Equality Duty in terms of 
elimination or promotion of 
positive images, but it’s not 
just the police. It’s all public 
sector authorities. 

Smith expands, using 
examples of exclusion and 
unthinking discrimination 
throughout the public 
sector. 

“It’s housing and the way 
they build housing: it’s 


transport and the way they 
create conflicts over shared 
spaces: it’s social services 
and the ridiculous 
allocation of resources 
which might allow one 
significant social encounter 
a week. Well, if you’re 
socially excluded, of course 
you're more likely to be 
targeted. So there are all 
sorts of overlapping 

vicious circles.” 

While it’s clear that 
society contains a whole 
range and variety of views, 
it’s not just the negative 
ones which fuel and 
motivate crime which cause 


things like this are 
happening,” says Smith. 


“You're meant to feel sorry 
for a disabled person. 

Why would someone beat 
them up?” 

The cases which the 
inquiry looked at also 
revealed other issues of 
credibility. 

“One man, Michael 
Gilbert [abused and 
ultimately killed by 
members of his own family] 
had his claim that he was 
being intimidated and 
victimised discredited by 
police officers because he 
was a big guy. They just 
didn’t take it seriously. 

“A blind woman was 
molested on a bus. When 
she reported it, she was 
told, well what can we do, 
you can’t provide a 
description. ” 

But these systemic 
failures may turn out to be 
the easy part. It’s deeper, 
more ingrained attitudes 
where the real problems 
have their roots. 

“As a society we need a 
fundamental shift in how 
we understand what 
disability is and means. We 
need to stop thinking of it 
as a negative construct and 
see it as part of the natural 
variation of human life.” 


Defy Convention 


This is the Wav-Evolution Fiat Doblo. And it’s not just another accessible vehicle. 


You sit up front, keep all of the rear seats and even the boot. You can use it next to a curb 
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f all the welfare 

“benefits” and 

“support” 

provided to 
disabled people it is 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) that has always stood 
out as coming closest to 
resembling a policy 
intervention aligned to the 
social model of disability 
and the aspirations of 
disabled activists. The social 
model reminds us that 
disability is the result of 
societal barriers, both 
physical and attitudinal, and 
that it is society that needs 
to change and adapt if 
disability is to be overcome, 
not the individual disabled 
person. DLA reflects these 
principles as a benefit which 
is paid to all disabled people 
who meet the admittedly 
medicalised eligibility 
criteria and is one of the few 
non-means tested benefits 
still available. It is designed 
to meet the extra costs 
associated with living with 
impairment(s) and has 
helped millions of disabled 
people achieve greater 
independence and inclusion 
in the 20 years since its 
introduction. 
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It is thus particularly sad 
that it too is under threat as 
the ConDem Government 
continues its wholehearted 
assault on the welfare state: 
stripping back entitlement, 
reducing levels of support 
and reforming benefits with 
vigour reminiscent of 


It’s time, says Ruth Patrick, for a reminder of what the 
Government is proposing to do to reform disability benefits and 
why that is both inappropriate and potentially threatening to 
people’s livelihoods 


Fe 


Thatcher's frantic 
privatising agenda of the 
1980s. Readers will no 
doubt be familiar with plans 
to replace DLA with a new 
benefit alluringly entitled 
“Personal Independence 
Payment” (PIP). Whether 
PIPs will provide either 


No benefit from welfare reform 


+6 86% of 
respondents said 


they would have 


to cut back on 
essentials such 
as food or being 
able to get out 
and about if their 
DLA payments 
were stopped or 
reduced ®® 


independence or 
personalised support 
remains to be seen, but the 
headline target to reduce 
overall expenditure on the 
benefit by 20% suggests 
that many will find their 
support drastically reduced 
or withdrawn altogether. 
Due to be launched in 
April 2013, PIPs will involve 
the introduction of yet 
another level of benefit 
reassessment as all existing 
claimants have their 
eligibility re-tested. We can 
only hope that the 
Government has learnt 
some lessons from the 
troubled Work Capability 
Assessments, but 
unfortunately our old friend 
ATOS Healthcare will remain 
centre stage. This private 
contractor will enjoy 
increased profits as millions 
more disabled people are 
herded through their 


assessment centres. The 
industry of disability will 
grow, ironically at just the 
Same time as the financial 
support and assistance 
available for disabled 
people themselves 
continues to plummet. 
Unsurprisingly, these 
reforms have been met by a 
surge of campaigning 
activity with both 
established charities and the 
new online campaign outfits 
such as The Broken of Britain 
condemning and critiquing 
the Government's plans. 
Sometimes, though, some 
hard, stark facts are needed. 


In this case, a recent 
survey from the Papworth 
Trust about the possible 
impact of the DLA reform is 
both telling and concerning. 
Papworth Trust surveyed 
over 2,000 disabled people 
to explore the possible 
consequences of the DLA 
reforms. Worryingly, some 
86% of respondents said 
they would have to cut back 
on essentials such as food or 
being able to get out and 
about if their DLA payments 
were stopped or reduced. 
On the basis of these 
figures, the Government's 
changes will see rates of 


Disability 
Capital 2011 


ExCeL Exhibition Centre, Platinum Suite 
Thursday 20 October + 9am - 4.30pm ¢ free 


disability poverty and social 
exclusion rise — reversing 
years of progress. 

Cameron has become well 
known for his frequent u- 
turns— with the “backtrack” 
and “policy rethink” 
sometimes appearing part 
of his political DNA. These 
DLA reforms scream out for 

a speedy three- 
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point-manoeuvre — indeed 
this is essential if the spirit 
of the social model of 
disability is to be kept alive 
in welfare benefits practice 
in the future. 

- For more information 
about Papworth Trust's 
survey or to sign up to their 
campaigns network, email 
policy@papworth.org.uk 


Turn to Pete’s Place, Peter White on DLA and 


PIP p39. 


> Have your say 


- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


- phone us 020 7619 7323 


Come to the Mayor’s Deaf and disability equality conference. 
We’ll be talking about the London 2012 legacy, accessible transport, 
housing, debt management, volunteering and much more. 


Featured speakers include Boris Johnson, Mayor of London 
and Maria Miller, Minister for Disabled People. 


To find out more and register visit 
www.london.gov.uk/disabilitycapital 
or call 020 7983 4915 


MAYOR OF LONDON 
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Big threat to dignity in living 


In recent months a new slew of high profile cases involving “do not resuscitate” 
notes has made the news. Activist Nikki Kenward, for whom this is a personal 
matter, gives her take on the debate 


ould someone tell 

me why we seem to 

do everything the 

wrong way round? 
Why black-eyed, bony, 
gormless, tinted air-heads 
are seen as beautiful? Why 
emaciated kids with big 
bellies and staring eyes are 
allowed to starve in a world 
of rotting abundance? And 
why a court that can make 
life and death judgments 
behaves as if it’s presided 
over by the Queen of 
Hearts? 

I’m talking about the 
Court of Protection, though 
who exactly it’s protecting 
is a moot point: not me, 
certainly. | look at it and 
hear the Queen of Heart’s 
shout of “sentence first, 
verdict after” ringing down 
the annals of history, to the 
sorrow of its victims. 

It’s this secretive court 
that had to decide the fate 
of a 53-year-old lady, 
identified only as “M” since 
even her name is being taken 
from her, supposedly to 
protect her. 

Despite efforts to oppose 
what is being done to her, 
by the time you read this 
she could well be in the last 
throes of her life, since she 


14 disabilitynow.org.uk 


may die from the withdrawal 
of ANH (artificial nutrition 
and hydration). As one 
doctor, said, “| can’t imagine 
a more painful death.” 

If (I’m not) youe a 
supporter of the death 
penalty, you would probably 
argue that if a person poses 
a threat to society then their 
death is a fitting form of 
retribution. 

So here’s the question: 
why would a lady in a 
minimally conscious state 
pose a threat? She has 
some awareness and may 
know that she is being put 
to death; and bear in mind 
that there are another 
6,000 or so like her. 

What happens when you 
or your lifestyle pose a 
threat? Well, for a start the 
British Medical Association 
and the General Medical 
Council get involved and 


start arguing over 
“guidelines” this and 
“paragraph” that. It’s like 
Area 57 all over again, 
except this time the 
Government is sure the 
aliens exist; it’s only a 
matter of finding them. 

There are lots of things 
that “they” have been made 
to sign, so this time “they” 
won't get away, and anyway 
some of them don’t look 
like us, SO we can see the 
difference. We can ostracise 
them, criminalise them and 
finally euthanize them. We 
can persecute them, starve 
them, leave them lying in 
their own effluent, and use 
the press to make public 
examples of them. 

While we've been rushing 
around shouting about 
rights, along came the 
sparkling Dignity in Dying 
with its wizardly, crazed 


representative telling us 
“it’s time we learnt to be as 
good at dying as we are at 
living.” Straight out of 
Brave New World, Mr. 
Pratchett, except you're 
nowhere near as good as 


- Huxley. Try “ending’s better 


than mending,” because if 
you look at the numbers in 
the right way, we, the old, 
the disabled, the “incurables”, 
are disappearing, right now. 

So you'd better get 
yourself a big fat bell that 
rings really loud, and hope 
as the good man Niemoller 
(the anti-Nazi theologian) 
said, that there’s someone 
left to hear that you don’t 
want to die. 

Actually I’d choose 
Huxley’s, “the more stitches 
the less riches,” because 
that’s what it’s really about. 
It’s about money: keeping 
it, growing it, spending it, 
hoarding it. Sadly and 
tragically, caring costs money 
and those in charge just 
don’t want to spend it. 

The threat we pose is the 
threat of caring, of loving, 
of being there for each 
other, of not counting the 
cost, because we really are 
“worth it”. 

So stop talking about 
rights and start talking 
about threats and ask with 
every chance you get: “why 
am | such a threat to you?” 

If we don’t, we really will 
end up with “sentence first, 
verdict after” and there'll be 
nobody there to hear. 


Diesel economy-58 mpg Gm 
..and LOW ADVANCE payments on Motability Greater Mobility 


‘ Be Sti’; Pe 


1.6 HDi diesel 

58.9 mpg (extra urban cycle) 
Air conditioning as standard 
Choice of 3 specifications 
Lightweight, low angle ramp 


Lowered floor 


Removable rear seats 


FREE NO OBLIGATION UK WIDE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS @CALL TODAY 


ALSO AVAILABLE...PEUGEOT PARTNER hae 


Re Gate ne 


used wheelchair vehicles. 


~_ CHEAP MOTORING...Over 58 mpg! 


TELEPHONE 0845 0760962 Glam 


or visit www.gmcoachwork.co.uk for more information 


{ 
Please note: 
These used vehicles are not available on Motability 


coachwork 


Greater Mobility 


or half a century, the 
BBC radio programme 
In Touch has been 
broadcasting for the 
benefit and entertainment 
of blind and partially- 
sighted people across the UK. 

To celebrate its 50th 
anniversary, a live recording 
will take place on 4 October, 
for broadcast on 7 October, 
featuring current and former 
contributors, producers and 
presenters, including Gary 
O’Donoghue, Sue Townsend 
and Thena Heshel, producer 
of In Touch for 33 years. 

Originally broadcast by 
the then BBC Home Service 
in 1961, In Touch moved to 
Radio 4 in 1967, where it 
has been a regular feature 
ever since. Now, the 20- 
minute programme is 
broadcast every Tuesday 
night at 8:40pm. 

How has a show centred 
round a disabled audience 
survived for so long in the 
face of huge changes in the 
broadcasting environment? 

Long-time presenter of /n 
Touch and regular Disability 
Now columnist Peter White 
says that the programme’s 
enduring appeal relates 
to blind people’s affinity 
with radio. 

“Blind and visually 
impaired people are a very 
obvious radio audience: we 
rely quite heavily on radio 
for information. Things have 
improved to some extent 
with technology but it’s still 
easier to turn on the radio 


than pick up a newspaper. 
“There’s also a common- 
ality of attitude. I’d never 
subscribe to the idea that 
we're all the same, but as a 
community we do have a lot 
in common. On In Touch, you 
put up a problem and get a 
solution. That swapping of 
ideas is a strong element.” 
David Blunkett MP, a 
guest on the 50th anniver- 
Sary programme, has been 
listening to /n Touch all his 
political life. “| was reminded, 
rather forcibly, by Peter 
White, of remarks I’d made 
on the programme back in 
1973,” he says. “They were 


about my scepticism about 
whether blind people 
should have an entirely 
separate programme. So, 
appearing on the 50th 
anniversary show left me 
with pause for thought. 
Had | changed, or had the 
programme? 

“Both of us have, of 
course. I’m mellower and 
see the value in blind and 
partially sighted people 
sharing experiences. | also 
think that the original 
charter of the BBC for 
education and information 
is fulfilled by /n Touch more 


than it ever was 40 years ago. 


“Dropping into the show 
as you drive, or cook (as | 
did when the chef Anton 
Mosimann was talking 


66 “We have a 
fantastic relation- 
ship with our 
audience, which is 
one of the strongest 
things. We listen to 
them and respond 
to what they ask °° 
about turning things over 
on the grill or frying) gives 


listeners the opportunity of 
widening their horizons.” 


Does Cheryl Gabriel, 
current producer of In 
Touch, feel the show has 
the potential to survive 
another 50 years? 

“The fact that it’s lasted 
50 years and still has a solid 
audience that provides us 
with fantastic stories bodes 
well,” she says. “We have a 
fantastic relationship with 
our audience, which is one 
of the strongest things. We 
listen to them and respond 
to what they ask of us, at 
least, we try our very best 
to do that. All the while 
we've got an audience, we'll 
have a programme.” 
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olitics 


very Budget and 
Spending Review 
has become 
something to dread. 
The new Work Capability 
Assessment (WCA) is 
failing, and with cuts to 
- housing benefit and DLA, 
disabled people dispropor- 
tionately bear the brunt of 
the Government's reforms. 
While the Coalition is in 
power, Labour is the only 
real opposition party, so 
what — if any — opposition is 
it providing? 

Not much, if Ed 
Miliband’s speech over the 
summer on responsibility 
was anything to go by. 

The speech was a clear 
attempt to give the Labour 
Party some definition but 
the differences between 
Labour and the Coalition 
appeared to be very few. 

Although Miliband raised 
the welfare reform bill he 
was widely supportive of it, 
making no mention of its 
affects on disabled people. 
No one would argue that 
those who can work 
shouldn't, but he failed to 
recognise what Richard 


ae a) Hawkes, Chief Executive of 
Scope, (the charity which 
hb publishes Disability Now) 


calls the “structural 
inequality disabled people 


ie 
face” when trying to find 
employment. And if, as 
. ; ; Miliband rted, Labour i 
With Government cuts and tabloid rhetoric to oppose, Anoushka Alexander BoP Haat 8: may | i 
says that disabled people appear to be able to take disappointingly little hope —_grafters” then what about 


from what Labour leader Ed Miliband has to say on the welfare reform agenda _ those who, for whatever 


) 
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reason, cannot graft? 

Miliband criticised cuts to 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA), but it was hard to 
escape the feeling that only 
the most profoundly 
disabled are seen as 
deserving of state assistance, 
despite the fact that DLA 
helps many into work. 

As for housing benefit, 
the Labour leader was silent 
on the effect the cuts here 
will have on disabled 
people. Instead, he 
suggested prioritising 
council tenants who 
volunteer or work, despite 
the fact many disabled 
people — myself included — 
can do neither. 

Elsewhere on the 
employment landscape, 
perhaps it is not surprising 
that Miliband skimmed over 
WCA and the replacement 
for Incapacity Benefit, 
Employment Support 
Allowance (ESA), as these 
were Labour inventions. 

More worrying still was 
the overall tone of the 
speech. Both Maria Miller, 
the Minister for Disabled 
People and Employment 
Minister Chris Grayling have 
denied it is the Coalition’s 
fault that people on 
benefits are demonised as 
scroungers, blaming the 
media instead. Labour MP 
Kate Green has described 
this argument as 
disingenuous and called on 
Labour to reframe the 
- debate away from the 


Government's obsession 
with scroungers and onto a 
positive argument about 
making sure jobs are created 
and available to take. 

Instead Miliband chose to 
buy into the Government's 
rhetoric. 

His opening words were 
about meeting a man on 
Incapacity Benefit who 
could, in Miliband’s opinion, 
be working. Later in the 
speech, Miliband asserted 
that this was not the man’s 


66 Fraud in 
disability benefits is 
relatively low with 
Incapacity Benefit 
fraud at 1.0% and 
DLA at 0.5%°" 


fault, but due to the 
system: scant consolation. 
He offered no evidence to 
support his opinion of the 
man; it was merely an 
assumption, and one which 
rapidly hardened into fact 
as the hapless man was 
compared to Southern Cross 
executives. 

Throughout his speech 
Miliband set up an 
opposition between workers 
and people on benefits, 
eliding responsibility with 
working, paying tax and not 
being on benefits. He forgot 
that most of those who 
cannot work are responsible, 
contribute to society, and 
may have previously worked 
and paid tax. 


And because his opening 
example of irresponsibility 
was of a man on IB, the 
clear implication was that it 
is disabled people who 
commit most benefit fraud. 

This despite the fact that 
according to the DWP’s own 
figures, fraud in disability 
benefits is relatively low with 
Incapacity Benefit fraud at 
1.0% and DLA at 0.5% while 
fraud in Jobseeker’s 
Allowance is at 2.8%, 
Income Support at 2.9% and 
Pension Credit at 1.5%. 

Admittedly, the speech 
was peppered with qualifiers 
such as the word some as in 
“Tit is] some of those on 
benefits who [are] abusing 
the system”, but after his 
strong opening statements 
this seemed like a half- 
hearted attempt to cover 
Labour's back rather than a 
real defence of the majority. 

Perhaps most risibly of all, 
Miliband said: “We should 
not demonise people 
anywhere in society. | do 
not accept the Conservative 
characterisation of those on 
benefits as being feckless 
and worthless.” 

In that case, why did 
Miliband specifically choose 
a man on IB as an example 
of irresponsibility? 

This rhetoric has 
consequences. A recent 


> Have your 
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survey commissioned by 
Scope, found that 37% of 
disabled people surveyed 
said they were increasingly 
abused on the street and 
erroneously reported to the 
benefits fraud hotline. One 
third said this had worsened 
in the last 12 months. If 
Miliband really cares about 
the “feel, fabric and 
character of our society” 
then he should reflect on 
the kind of society rhetoric 
like his creates. 

Ed Miliband claims he 
wants a country “where 
compassion and 
responsibility to one 
another are valued”. Ina 
climate where disabled 
people are constantly 
maligned, he should show 
more compassion and 
behave more responsibly 
himself. In words Kate 
Green MP used about the 
Conservatives: “Language 
doesn’t have to be explicit 
when the mood music’s 
constantly negative.” 

Labour could have been 
the party which stood up for 
disabled people, but if this 
speech seeks to define 
Labour it defines it as a party 
which largely goes along 
with Conservative policies 
and, more worryingly still, 
apes the prevailing tabloid- 
friendly tone. 


- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
- phone us 020 7619 7323 
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worldview 


Stig Langvad is Chair of Danske Handicaporganisationer, Denmark’s umbrella 
of disabled people’s groups. He talks about how, even though they can operate 
at the centre of politics, disabled people remain marginalised in Danish society 
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Denmaric: 80 years united 


have a spinal cord injury 

which | got from a traffic 

accident in 1973. Being 

dependent on society, 
taking services from society, 
meeting and facing 
society’s stereotypes in 
relation to disabled people, 
that became my reality. So 
of course I’m interested in 
such issues. 

I've always been a person 
who wanted to be engaged 
in changing society or being 
active with others in trying 
to turn the supertanker 
where | wanted it to go. 

So it was an obvious thing 
for me to join the disability 
movement, at first at local 
level, then at national level 
and at European and 
international level. 

Denmark has 
approximately the same 
proportion of disabled 
people as all other 
industrialised wealthy 
countries. | believe you have 
to distinguish between 
impairment and “being 
disabled”, because you 
meet barriers in society 
when you try to participate 
on an equal footing. We 
have a lot of people in 
Denmark facing challenges, 
not just people with 
impairments, but also those 
who are disabled by 
association because they 


have a relative or a child 
who's disabled. So they do 
not have the potential to 
have the same career as 
someone else. They might 
be turned down in relation 
to jobs because they have a 
disabled child and they have 
to go to hospital and so on. 

So if you calculate the 
number of disabled people 
in relation to the social 
model, focusing on 
barriers, | think we’re 
around 20 per cent. 

Denmark is a so-called 
modern welfare state. We 
pay a lot of taxes, we 
expect a lot of services 
coming from society. So 
when you look from the 
point of view of disabled 
people, there are a lot of 
challenges in Denmark. Of 
course, these challenges 
depend a lot on the nature 
of your impairment. 

If you have an intellectual 
disability like Down’s 
syndrome, then you face a 
lot of challenges in being 
able to represent yourself, 
have your personal 
autonomy, choose where 
you want to live, be able to 
go to mainstream school in 
inclusive education. You’re 
not taught in the way you 
could be if you had teachers 
with the right qualifications 
or if you had the right 
assisted devices. So you are 
not equal with others. 

The same is true for other 
impairments but in different 
~ ways. If you look at visually 


impaired people, if you go 
back 10-15 years, a lot of 
them were in employment. 
Today, hardly any of them 
are. That’s partly changed 
because investment in 
technology is costly so 
employers, municipalities, 
whoever is going to pay for 
this don’t want to make that 
investment in visually 
impaired people. 
Transportation is also a big 
problem. People simply can’t 
get from their home to the 
job and if the job involves 
going out and about, then 
they can’t do that. 


66 Danish 
politicians do not 
like human rights. 
It's not that they're 
against treating 
human beings 
with dignity. But 
it is about being 
handcuffed by 
international 
laws © 


Similarly for deaf or hard 
of hearing people, access to 
sign-language 
interpretation is difficult. 

In a way | was pretty lucky 
for many years. | went to 
university and got my 
qualifications. Then | got a 
job which | had for 15 years. 
After a while | didn’t have 
the necessary physical 
stamina and so had to 
withdraw from the labour 


market. Working with DPOs 
| can use skills which don’t 
demand so much of me. 

But if you look at my 
potential to participate on an 
equal footing within society, 
| meet a lot of barriers. 
Inaccessible transportation, 
inaccessible housing, 
inaccessible theatres, 
cinemas, soccer stadiums. 
Every time I’m going to 
travel by air, they always ask 
for medical information 
which is unnecessary for 
them to know, but they ask 
so that they can tell me that 
| have to be accompanied 
on board. 

Then there are other sorts 
of attitudes which 
determine how people treat 
me as a disabled person. 
Sometimes people speak 
louder when they talk to 
me. If | go shopping, they 
ask my personal assistant 
what kind of clothes | 
want to wear. 

So, even though we in 
Denmark are pretty well off, 
we still face those sorts of 
challenges. 

The only anti- 
discrimination legislation 
that we have in place is 
what we've been forced to 
have by the European 
Union. That’s predominantly 
in relation to discrimination 
in the workplace. But if 
you go out and face 
discrimination when you 
want to go into a restaurant 
and they won't let you take 
your guide dog, you have 
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nowhere to go. If they 
don’t want you in there 
with your wheelchair, you 
have nowhere to go. No 
sanctions, nothing. 

So one of the big 
challenges for us in the 
movement is to help 
Denmark come up with a 
law banning discrimination 
in all spheres of society. 

But the politicians don’t 
want that. 

Today, Danish politicians 
do not like human rights. 
It’s not that they’re against 
treating human beings with 
dignity. But it is about 
being handcuffed by 
international laws and 
conventions not allowing 
them to be the good guys 
and good girls giving the 
people what they need. If 
they feel forced into doing 
that, they feel why should 
we be politicians if 
someone has already 
decided. They can’t see that 
in the frame of human 
rights, they can build a 
society which is totally their 
own invention. 

We have a disability 
movement in Denmark 
which has been united for 
almost 80 years. We are 
very active in trying to 
influence decisions made by 
politicians or bureaucrats. 
No law is going to be 
passed in parliament 
without input from the 
DPOs. 

- Stig Langvad was talking 
to lan Macrae 
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one2watch 


James Munton is a professional actor with Down’s 
syndrome. He is a core company actor at leading theatre 
company Full Body & The Voice — where he did his 
training — and played the lead role in their national tour of 
Hypothermia. He’s currently in rehearsal for another lead 

: role in world premiere 
production Colony. 
Recently he finished filming 
the role of Terry in an 
@ episode of Shameless for 
= Channel 4. His recipe for a 
better life is a million 
= pounds for everyone. 


What do you most like about acting? 

That’s a hard question because | like all of it! Rehearsals, 
performance, becoming a character by changing voice and 
physicality. 


What do you not like about it? 
That’s an even harder question because | like all of it so 
I’m not going to answer. | like my job, my work and I’m 
lucky to work for a great company. 


What makes you angry? 
When someone calls people names because of how they 
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Shameless plug for James's TV break 


look or because they’re disabled. It doesn’t happen to me 
but it makes me angry and upset for other people. 


What one thing would you do to improve the lives of 
disabled people? 

Every disabled person should be given a million pounds! 
Especially me. 


Can you name three things you never go out without? 
Mobile phone — using my brother's at the moment. My 
passes (bus and train) and my wallet. 


How do other actors react to you as a disabled 
person? 
As a colleague, a workmate. 


What's the funniest thing that’s happened to you as 
a disabled actor? 

| played Oskar, a man with a learning disability in the 
Second World War and my family came to see it and 
because they know me they laughed a lot in the wrong 
places because they thought | looked funny in the 
costume and glasses. 


Do you have any special or hidden talents? 
My karaoke version of Angels is so moving it can make 
people cry — at least | think that’s why they’re crying. 


How would you sum yourself up in ten words or less? 
A nice person to be with who is also funny. 


What would you like to be doing in ten years time? 
Working as a regular in a TV series. 


- Who do you think is One to Watch? 

Send us your nominations for likely lads and lasses who 
could answer our 10 questions. They can be rising stars in 
any field of entertainment, business, the media or beyond 
- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 

- phone us 020 7619 7323 
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As Disability Now goes to press, England’s progress at the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand is 


uncertain. But as they talk ahead of the tournament, 
as optimistic about this as about everything 


t’s quite funny because | do this big 
team talk and I’m really trying to 
motivate the guys and we’re in this 
huddle. We go into a scrummage, 
we hit and the scrum collapses and it’s 
quite comical looking back on it 
because | just think what a prat.” 

Matt Hampson is describing the 
footage of the rugby scrum which 
collapsed during an Under-21 England 
training session and which crushed 
him under fifteen teammates. His neck 
was broken and his life was saved by a 
quick-thinking referee who 
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resuscitated him on the pitch. 
“I’ve watched it back twice now and 
you can’t really see too much but the 


discovers that Matt Hampson is 


most harrowing thing about it is that | 
see the scrum collapse and then the 
camera goes off and goes back to the 
guys training while I’m being 
resuscitated. It focuses on their faces 
and they’re in complete and utter 
shock and devastation. Some of them 
look like they’re going to be in floods 
of tears. That was pretty tough.” 
Six years on from that overcast March 
day in Northampton in 2005, the 
former Leicester Tigers and England F 
prop loves the game as much as he did ; 
as a “boisterous” five-year-old when his 


mother first took him to the local rugby 
club in a desperate attempt to find an 
outlet for his boundless energy. 

“I’ve still got that fight in me. 
Sometimes | struggle when there’s 
someone annoying me on the pitch. 
You can see me moving in my chair 
and actually wanting to run on and 
knock someone’s head off.” 

Despite his happy memories of playing 
rugby, Matt is anxious to avoid dwelling 
on what might have been. Instead, his 
goals are to support other disabled 
people through his charity The Matt 
Hampson Foundation and to enjoy life. 

Paralysed below the neck, Matt 
requires full-time care and is hooked 
up to a ventilator which helps him 
breathe and which makes a cooing 
sound every four seconds. 

The sound has attracted quite a lot 
of attention during the TV and radio 
interviews Matt has been doing to 
promote his new book, Engage. So | 
ask him if he’s beginning to tire of the 
attention it has been receiving? 

“Not really, I’m let’s say, pretty 
unsubtle. I’ve got a pipe hanging from 
my neck, I’m in a large powered 
wheelchair and | think people are 
always going to ask and are always 
going to be interested. The more 
notice people take of the vent the 
better because they will know that 
there are people on ventilators getting 
out there and living a life.” 

“Engage” is the last word Matt heard 
before the scrum collapsed. It gives a 
fascinating insight into the blood and 
brutality of the rugby field, the times 
Matt shared with a “crazy gang” of 
characters in Stoke Mandeville and 
adapting to life as a disabled person. 

“Writing the book was one of the 
most difficult things I’ve ever done, to 
go through that emotional rollercoaster. 
People asked me if | was looking 
forward to it coming out and | said no 


because I’m quite a private person 
anyway and you're almost exposing 
yourself. Even people that know me 
very very well didn’t know everything 
that’s in the book. | don’t think anyone 
knew how | felt about certain scenarios 
because | hadn’t been there. The book 
is very deep, real and raw.” 

Matt “Hambo” Hampson was 
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Matt in his playing days 


selected for Leicester Tigers academy 
when he was 16. He was suddenly 
training alongside Tigers stalwarts and 
England internationals and a call-up to 
the international side one day became 
as he puts it “definitely attainable”. 

“It hit home that | wasn’t particularly 
academic and | didn’t really have a 
niche or anything apart from rugby. So 
| thought | might as well go for it and 
channel all my energy into that.” 

Although the accident scuppered 
Matt’s international ambitions, one 
element of the game which he loved 
and which he rediscovered with other 
patients during 17 months in Stoke 
Mandeville was the camaraderie. There 
were nights as raucous as any he’d had 
with his Tigers teammates; the 
laughter and tears when a person's 
bowels gave way during the transfer 
from wheelchair to spinal plinth and 
the time a group watched porn DVDs 
which had been smuggled in to see 
who could get aroused first. 

“Spinal injury can either make you 
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or break you,” says Matt who was 
shouted at by staff for lurching back 
into Stoke Mandeville after drunken 
nights out. 

“A lot of people in Stoke Mandeville 
had decided to just get on with it and 
theyre the people | associated with. | 
wanted to associate with people who 
were strong and who were still up for a 
good laugh even though they’d been 
dealt this bad blow.” 

Matt split up with his girlfriend while 
there and there have been other dark 
days since his accident, but his tough 
education on the rugby field has 
shaped his fiercely positive outlook. 

“It’s very much the Tigers mentality 
that when you first go and train, the 
coaches don’t speak to you for about 
the first two months, they don’t really 
want to know you until you've proved 
yourself. They call it earning your 
stripes. Tigers are renowned not for 
being the most skillful or intelligent 
rugby team in the world, but for being 
the most hard-working down-to-earth 
team with a never-say-die attitude.” 

He also draws tremendous strength 
from his family too; “I dread to think 
what it would have been like without a 
close family”. 

But to what extent has his 
family’s support been important in 
preventing him from sinking into a pit 
of despair like Dan James, another 
rugby player who became paralysed 
when a scrum collapsed but who went 
to Dignitas to die? 

“| don’t know. | can only speak for 
myself but | can’t think what it 
might've been like without a close 
family. But I’m not Dan James and | 
haven’t got his family and | don’t 
know if they’re any different to mine.” 

Matt had travelled to Stoke 
Mandeville to see Dan and give him 
some encouragement and was “very 
shocked” to hear of his death. 


26 disabilitynow.org.uk 


Matt and his family 


“You start questioning. Am | doing 
the right thing? Is life worth living? 
But yes, it is. | live a great fulfilling life 
and | do things | couldn’t have even 
dreamed of before my accident. The 
people who | help with the Foundation 
and writing a book. Old thicko Matt at 
school, just a stupid old rugby player. 
Writing a book? Where did that come 
from? That’s pretty special to me 
because I’ve never thought of myself 
as being academic and being able to 
have the brain capacity to write a book, 
so it’s something I’m very proud of.” 

As well as the friends Matt made in 
Stoke Mandeville, he still enjoys 
knocking about with his old teammates. 

“They don’t mollycoddle me at all.” 
He laughs and says “I wouldn’t have it, 
I'd tell them to piss off! They treat me as 


the same old Hambo and that’s the way | 
want to be treated. They’re mindful that | 
can’t drink what | used to drink or go out 
as much as | used to so they don’t put 
too much pressure on me. But they still 
give me loads of banter.” 

Leicester Tigers is his second home 
and he talks with affection about the 
supporters and ground staff who have 
supported him through his 
rehabilitation and who greet him with 
a “hi Hambo how are you doing” on 
match days. He writes a monthly 
column for a rugby magazine and he’s 
a coach at Oakham School — “it’s the 
next best thing to playing”. But does 
he ever have doubts about coaching a 
game that almost killed him? 

“No, not really. It’s quite a strange 
scenario because | go and see kids at 


school and at Tigers training courses 
and initially | thought, God, | don’t 
really want to go along and talk to the 
kids because | don’t want to turn them 
off playing rugby; how would they 
react to me? But it’s had the opposite 
effect. They take on board what | say 
and respond to it and it motivates 
them to play and they love it more.” 

Matt set up his charity in February. 
He hopes that its profile will be raised 
by the success of his book. 

“We've helped seven or eight people 
so far and we want to find people who 
can benefit not just from money but 
from support from me, so we can help 
each other out.” 

Some people have described Matt 
as an inspiration. He doesn’t think 
he is though. 

“Inspiration is a very strong word. 


Specialist insurance 


for 


Maybe not an inspiration but maybe 
someone who’s pretty normal, down to 
earth and realistic about my situation. 
| do want to make a difference to 
people in a similar situation.” 

The Rugby World Cup, according 
to Matt, will be the most open for 
some time. 

“New Zealand are obviously the 
favourites but they’ve choked in world 
cups in past years so we'll see. I'll 
probably bet on Australia, or maybe 
Argentina as an outside bet.” 

Matt is not one for setting himself 
long-term goals and apart from 
enjoying the World Cup and making a 
success of his charity and book, he’s 
quite happy to concentrate on getting 
on with living life to the full. 

“| try not to look too far into the 
future because | don’t think it’s that 


drivers 


Chartwell Insurance offers competitive epeciatict cover for 
disabled drivers. Our trained and friendly staff will find you 
a policy to suit your needs, based on your own individual ‘ 


circumstances. 


We can insure: 
Mobility scooters 
Adapted vehicles 
Disabled drivers 


Our policies can offer: 
WAV insurance 
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healthy. Ill sound like Mr Cliché now, 
but | think you should take each day 
as it comes. A big dream of mine was 
to go over to New York and | managed 
to go over last year. | try to channel my 
energy into what | can do rather than 
what | can’t. | surround myself with 
people who want to live life and have a 
good craic and a laugh.” 


Engage: The Fall 
and Rise of Matt 
Hampson by Matt 
Hampson and Paul 
Kimmage is 
published by Simon 


Paul Kimmage 


& Schuster at i 

£16.99. It's available — 

to buy through 
matthampsonfoundation.co.uk and 
from other online and high street 
booksellers. 
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Come in... if you can get in 


Members of Parliament are disproportionately likely to be white, male, middle-class and privately 


educated. In particular, there is a notable absence of disabled parliamentarians. Ruth Patrick 
looks at some of the reasons why and what might be done to bring about change 


avid Blunkett, perhaps the 
most famous disabled 
politician of recent years, 
notes that disabled people 
find themselves badly underrepre- 
sented in public life in general and 
political representation in particular.” 
This has long been the case and is a 
much acknowledged feature of the 
contemporary political landscape. 
However, there are some positive signs 
that politicians are looking at how to 
make parliament more diverse and 
better representative of society at 
large. A recent parliamentary 
committee focused on ways to 
encourage more disabled people to 
enter parliament while a new public 
fund has been announced with a pot 


4M. 
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©6 Until we get more 
people with individual 
lived experiences of 
disability into mainstream 
politics we will not see 
much progress towards full 
equality for all disabled 
people®® 


of £1m to assist disabled people with 
the costs and practicalities of forging a 
political career. 

But what is the reality for disabled 
people working as jobbing politicians, 
or seeking to make it as an MP? Do 
they encounter accessible 
environments, welcoming voters and 


an enabling political party framework? 
Or is stigma, physical barriers and 
institutional obstacles more the order 
of the day? 

In speaking to just some of the 
current generation of disabled 
politicians, what has been notable is 
the diversity of experiences, with 
examples of both good and appalling 
practice in evidence. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, the most positive 
accounts emerged from those who 
have made it and are already sitting as 
parliamentarians, whether in the 
Commons or the Lords. 

Both Dame Anne Begg MP and 
Baroness [Jane] Campbell describe 
how initial fears about the inaccessi- 
bility of parliament were somewhat 


misplaced, with officials taking extra 
steps to make their workplaces as 
accessible as possible. Both were 
provided with rooms close to their 
respective chambers and given 
additional resources to meet their 
particular needs such as fridges for 
medications, sofas on which to take 
rests and so on. Baroness Campbell did 
have a battle to persuade the Lords to 
allow other peers to read out 
contributions for her, a request initially 
refused on the grounds that if she 
herself did not read the speech it 
would not be her own. While this 
battle has now been won, she has a 
bigger target in her sights. 

“No non-peer has ever been allowed 
in the House of Lords so the change 
I’m seeking is a big one. As my 
impairment progresses, there will come 
a time when | cannot do without my 
PA at all times. Then they’ll have to 
decide — either to exclude me from the 
Chamber or let my PA join me.” 

Dame Anne Begg has found the 
Commons to be accessible, if 
exhausting, and admits that being an 
MP is both a full-on and physically 
taxing job. She describes how she was 
treated differently when she first 
entered the Commons as the first 
wheelchair-using MP: “Initially at least 


the House always quietened down 
when | spoke. Perhaps they perceived 
me as vulnerable as a female, 
wheelchair-user and so felt the need to 
award me more respect than that 
generally shown to fellow MPs. Luckily, 
it only took two or three years for this 
to change and MPs to start interrupting 
me, mid-flow, and shouting at me as | 
spoke. That’s what | wanted — to be 
treated the same as everyone else when 
it came to the debates.” 

It is possible that a perception of an 
inaccessible and unwelcoming 
parliament is putting off other 
disabled politicos from trying to enter 
elected office. 

However, unfortunately, it is also the 
case that there are many disabled 
people with rather more dispiriting 
tales of their own attempts to make it 
as politicians. The most shocking 
account comes from Marie Pye, a 
serving Labour councillor who stood 
for selection as a Labour Party 
candidate at the last election. 

“| think it’s almost impossible to 
become an MP as a disabled person. 
You need to get both the political 
machinery to back you and a majority 
of local constituency members. 
Getting constituency members on 
board means going out and knocking 
on doors, night after night, month 
after month. You need to be prepared 
to stand on people’s doorsteps for half 
an hour or so, talking through and 
justifying your politics. That’s just not 
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Pictures clockwise from left: David 
Blunkett, Marie Pye and Anne Begg 


possible for many people, and 
certainly although | tried | couldn’t 
really do it. In my experience, a small 
minority of local party members were 
also hostile about my disability. There 
was a whispering campaign amongst 
my opponents in the party who said | 
simply wouldn’t be able to manage as 
a disabled MP. A rumour even went 
round that the problems with my spine 
were due to cancer. Politics can be a 


very nasty game sometimes. | think my 
impairment was used as an excuse by 
those who didn’t want me as their 
parliamentary candidate.” 

While Marie never got the 
opportunity to stand, up in Scotland 
Susan Archibald contested Gordon 
Brown’s old seat as an independent 
candidate at the last election. 
Motivated to highlight the inaccessi- 
bility of polling booths, Susan paid her 
£500 deposit and tried to get noticed 
in a parliamentary system constantly 
focused on the ‘big three’ — Labour, 
the Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats. Although she was » 
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frustrated by the lack of attention 
that her candidature attracted she’s 
determined to carry on 

“| will stand again and keep trying, 
just because I’m passionate about 
what | believe. Until we get more 
people with individual lived 
experiences of disability into 
mainstream politics we will not see 
much progress towards full equality for 
all disabled people.” 

In trying to untangle why disabled 
people remain underrepresented in 
politics, it is important to go back 
to basics. 

In political circles, there is some 
evidence of enduring stigma and 
discrimination towards disabled 
people. As Adam Lotun, representative 
of the new Democratic Reform Party 
notes: “I still get the ‘does he take 
sugar’ line all too often. Unfortunately, 
it’s much the same in mainstream 
politics.” 

Paul Maynard, a recently elected 
disabled MP notes that some stigma or 
prejudice is almost inevitable, 
observing: “there will always be some 
who use your condition against you”. 

At the same time, there are other 
issues with political life that are 
specific to the work of parliamen- 
tarians and the activities of getting 
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elected. MPs Dame Anne Begg, 

Paul Maynard and Baroness Campbell 
all highlight the cut and thrust of the 
debating chamber, the physicality of 
being an MP and the full-on nature of 
trying to keep on top of an ever 
increasing workload. This environment 
is perhaps ill suited to many disabled 
people, and there are unanswered 
questions regarding whether more 
can be done to make the work of 

an MP accessible to a greater 

diversity of people. 


6 When | had a boyfriend 
| could at least get him to 
do the knocking. Men do 
have their uses, after all! ®° 


Kaliya Franklin (pictured above), co- 
founder of the online campaign, The 
Broken of Britain, suggests scope for 
job-sharing MPs, which might open up 
a political career to more mothers, 
disabled people and older people. 
There is also plenty of potential to 
make selection procedures for 
choosing party candidates fairer. 

At present, seeking to get elected as 
an MP or even a councillor demands 
an exhausting and relentless 
programme of door-knocking and 
leafleting; activities that may be 
simply out of bounds for many 
disabled people. 

Penny Bould, a councillor, describes 
how she got around this problem by 
enlisting the services of her boyfriend 


at the time: “When I hada boyfriend | 


could at least get him to do the 
knocking. Men do have their uses, 
after all!” 

Unfortunately, not all disabled 
people can wheel out a willing partner 
to assist in these activities. As Marie 
Pye notes: “This practice of door- 
knocking tends to exclude older 
people, mothers and disabled 
people. Perhaps it’s one reason 
why there are so many middle-class 
white MPs.” 

Some with political ambitions will 
always choose to campaign from the 
outside remembering, as Socialist 
Worker Party activist Roger Lewis 
does that, “we didn’t win the vote by 
voting for it”. 

Kaliya Franklin is certainly political, 
but she chooses to be a disability 
campaigner rather than a politician 
per se. 

“I’ve got so many skeletons in my 
closet that | couldn’t possibly consider 
being an MP, but those with no 
skeletons are too weird to be 
politicians in the first place.” 

But there should be more disabled 
people in mainstream politics. We have 
really important skills and experiences 
that can contribute to policy 
development. With the Welfare 
Reform Bill passing through 
parliament, we can see the direct 
results of people shaping policies 
who have no direct experiences 
themselves of disability.” 

Her view is shared by Baroness 
Campbell (pictured left), who 
concludes: “Members of Parliament 
need to represent the communities in 
which they live. Today, we live ina 
multi-cultural, multi-ability society 
and our elected politicians need to 
reflect this. If we want an inclusive 
society, we need to have an inclusive 
democratic Chamber.” 
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top quality used & brand new 
wheelchair accessible & wheelchair driver vehicles on display 


renault kangoo 
citroen berlingo 
peugeot partner 
fiat doblo 
vauxhall combo 
suzuki wagon 
he é is vauxhall agila 
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on sale from 
over(80) small & medium sized accessible vehicles on display now £3,995 to £15,995 


vw transporter 
peugeot expert 
citroen dispatch 
fiat scudo 
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volkswagen caddy 
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Over 40 family sized wheelchair accessible vehicles on display now £4,995 to £1 9,995 
or from £1 50 Motability advance payment 


volkswagen caravelle 
ford galaxy 
volkswagen sharan 
kia sedona 
chrysler voyager 
vauxhall zafira 
renault espace 
mercedes vaneo 


on sale from 
over(80) luxury MPV wheelchair accessible vehicles on display now £6,995 to £29,995 
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renault master 
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(wavca Member — Home Demos 


remember, we only stock the very best adapted vehicles 
get expert help & advice from our highly trained advisors 
Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, WS10 ONQ 


our huge choice ensures that you make the right decision 
we are happy to accept any type of car in part exchange 
the majority of our used vehicles have 2 years AA Warranty 
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Well done UKDPC for 
boycotting Low Review 


Disability Now’s September 
2011 editorial criticised the 
UK Disabled People’s 
Council (UKDPC) for 
boycotting the Low Review. 

Regard, the organisation 
of disabled lesbians, gay 
men, bisexuals and trans- 
gendered (LGBT) people, is 
not in a position to boycott 
the UKDPC, because we 
haven't been contacted or 
invited to participate. This 
despite the fact that there 
is a higher proportion of 
LGBT people within the 
disabled community than 
among the population at 
large. We are also more 
likely to be users of 
residential and social care 
than other disabled people. 

Regard wouldn’t object to 
Leonard Cheshire Disability 
(LCD) leading the review, if 
all LCD’s representatives 
were residents of LCD 
facilities. 

There are LCD residents 
with extensive experience 
of government and quango 
committee work, even if 
their participation has not 
been facilitated or 
encouraged by LCD. 

Regard does though 
object to charities “for” 
disabled people believing 
that they can do a better 
job of representing the 
silent majority than we can. 
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The Commission for Social 
Care Inspection established 
categorically that people 
living in residential care do 
not feel able to speak openly 
about their lives in front of 
staff and managers, and will 
often only open up to other 
disabled people. We can 
only learn from the experts, 
the residents themselves, if 
we remove all possibility of 
retaliation. Take a walk in 
my shoes, or a roll in my 
chair, before claiming to 
understand our experiences 
better than we do or know 
better what is best for us. 
That’s plain insulting. 

So is the idea that depend- 
ency on government 
funding in the form of grants 
and benefit payments does 
not affect the opinions of 
the organisations leading 
the Low Review one iota. 

| am sure that Regard is 
not the only disabled 
people’s organisation that 
thanks UKDPC for taking its 
principled stand. “Nothing 
about us without us” should 
be on our terms, not 
everyone else’s. 

And let there be no 
mistake, the status quo on 
consultancy and 
representation suits the 
Government just fine. 

Ju Gosling, Co-Chair 
Regard, by email 


Appearing in TV soaps is worthy aim 


In “The politics of humility” 
(Disability Now, Sep 2011), 


need to go through. As it is, 
nobody notices us. Not 


Mike Oliver until disabled 
says “our main people are 
ambitionnow ™ regulars on 
seems to be TV soaps will 
getting more we discover 
disabled that we have 
people into achieved 
Soap operas” equality. 

as if that’s a Susan 

lower ambition Quick, 

than his heavy Artistic 
politics of 30 Director, 
years ago, but _ Enabling 
getting on TV = » Radio 
isastagewe Andy WalkerofEmmerdale Drama 
Slipping through net —tom Jobseeker’s Allowance 


| think it is shameful that 
disabled people should be 
dragged into the dock over 
the Disability Living Allow- 
ance (DLA) just to see if 
those on the lower rate can 
justify the expense of 
keeping them on the lower 
rate, given that they may 
not be thought sufficiently 
disabled to qualify for 
the allowance anymore. 

| have been disabled since 
birth and I’m on lower rate 
DLA. | was promised the 
day when | applied and got 
this benefit that regardless 
of my situation and outside 
issues, | would retain this 
benefit as long as my 
disability persisted. 

Now they want to take it 
away from me, and it’s the 
only benefit | get, apart 


which | have to renew every 
six weeks. 

Apart from that, | get no 
other state assistance and | 
am being driven to the 
brink of despair. | have no 
hope, due to my age and 
the nature of my disability, 
of ever working again and 
as far I’m concerned I’m 
finished and all washed up. 
| will probably lose my home 
and have to sell my belong- 
ings in order to survive and 
will wind up destitute and 
living on the streets. All this 
stuff that politicians spout 
about looking after the 
more vulnerable members 
of this so-called caring 
society is lip service. People 
like me are slipping through 
the net. 

Stephen Morgan, by 
email 
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“Amy your [sic] in our hearts forever": Fans of Amy Winehouse left tributes and memorabilia around her North London residence 


Amy Winehouse death reveals media blindspots 


Amy Winehouse's death 
prompted a number of 
Stories in the media, all of 
which focused on her 
addictions, but not once 
have | seen a mention of 
the fact that she was 
diagnosed as having bipolar 
disorder, which often leads 
to over indulgence of 
alcohol and misuse of 
drugs. 

Winehouse allegedly 
refused treatment, fearing it 
would dull her creativity, a 
form of denial that friends 


and relatives of anyone with 
this condition will recognise. 
It seems a wasted 
opportunity to highlight the 
dangers and difficulties 
inherent in a common 
condition, and | can’t help 
but wonder how much of 
this stems from the wish to 
avoid the sense of shame 
that people feel when 
admitting that their nearest 
and dearest are mentally ill. 
There are parallels with 
the media’s portrayal of 
physical disability. In 


essence, the current crop of 
stories demonising 
Incapacity Benefit claimants 
is accusing a vast swathe of 
individuals of being deceit- 
ful, thereby managing to 
sidestep the more serious 
issue that many people 
actually do have to live with 
life limiting conditions. 
Amy Winehouse has been 


o oat 


treated sympathetically by 
the press but the real cause 
of her death (mental illness) 
has been largely ignored. 
The media really do seem 
to have difficulty portraying 
disability accurately 
whether those disabilities 
are mental or physical. 
Paul Lamarque, 
Birmingham 


* write to us ; Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
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2010 New Kangoo Auto by Constables 

2010 Berlingo GM Coachwork, low mileage, A/C 
2009 09 Peugeot Partner 1.4, A/C, 9,000 miles 
2008 58 Gowrings Kangoo 1.2, A/C, 6,000 miles 
2008 08 Doblo 1.4, Low floor, 17,000 miles, A/C 
2007 57 Constables Kangoo 1.6, Auto, A/C 
2007 57 Trafic LWB, Hi Top with lift for 2 chairs 
2007 56 LWB Renault Trafic, A/C, Lift 

2007 07 New Model Kia Sedona GS, Diesel 
2007 07 Brotherwood Sharan 2 .0, Petrol, 33,500 miles 
2007 07 VW Caddy by Automotive Group 


<"2 Motability 


www.motability.co.uk 


£13,500 
£12,495 
£7,495 
£7,995 
£7,750 
£8,250 
£12,999 
£10,495 
£14,250 
£12,995 
£11,500 


2007 07 Master MWB for 2/3 wheelchairs 


£13,995 


2006 06 Renault Master, 17,000 miles, A/C £8,995 
2005 05 Constables Kangoo 1.6, Auto, A/C £6,750 
2003 03 Constables Expert 1.9, Diesel £4,750 
2003 53 VW Transporter 2.5TDi, 62,000 miles, with ramp £7,495 
2002 52 Hiace, with ramp and winch, 64,000 miles £5,250 
2002 52 Brotherwood Berlingo HDi, A/C £5,350 
2002 52 Brotherwood Vaneo, Diesel, Manual £6,995 
Chrysler Voyager LTD CRDi, Auto, in silver £TBA 
Choice Brotherwood Berlingos 98-2000 From £3,000 


Choice of WAVs from £2,495 to clear 


have been a member of 

Equality 2025 since it 

was set up in December 

2006. It’s an independent 
advisory group of disabled 
people set up to advise 
Westminster on disability 
equality issues across 
the UK. 

It gets the chance to be 
involved in advising 
ministers and senior civil 
servants in developing 
disability policy and 
advising on the impact of 
government policies 
generally on disabled 
people. As a result its work 
is confidential, but it gives a 
previously unavailable 
opportunity for 
knowledgeable disabled 
people to influence the 
Government's activities 
towards promoting disabled 
people’s rights. This is all 
good, and Equality 2025 
members do feel that we 
make a valuable difference. 

However, Equality 2025 
fails to do a job that the 
person whose idea it was 
had in mind. | know, 
because that person 
was me. 

Equality 2025 was 
developed by an 
advisory group whose 
remit was to recommend 
how to implement a 


rickell 
The trouble with equality 2025 


As a member of the body set up to give ministers and government a direct link to disabled 
activists, Andy Rickell is worried that this channel may be inadvertently cut off 


recommendation of the 
Improving Life Chances 
report — to set upa 
National Forum of 
Organisations of Disabled 
People. 

That recommendation got 
into the report after | 
lobbied the report's writers 
to include a mechanism by 
which disabled people had a 
direct route to talk to 
ministers and civil servants. 
As | was CEO of the British 
Council of Disabled People 
(BCODP) at the time, my 
proposal was hardly 
surprising. Disabled 
People’s Organisations 
(DPOs) had struggled to 
get regular meetings with 
senior government people, 
and only after Rachel Hurst 
and | lobbied the then 
minister, Maria Eagle, in 
2001 did we secure national 
DPOs’ first ever series of 
meetings with the minister. 

It is great that subsequent 
ministers have continued 
with these meetings. But 
there is nothing stopping a 
minister deciding to end 
them. Equality 2025's remit 
is definitely not about 
representing disabled 
people or DPOs directly. So 
there is nothing yet that 
secures the representation 
of DPOs to government, the 


reason | proposed the idea 
which has since become 
Equality 2025. We did try 
something to address this 
via a “network of networks” 
under the Independent 
Living Strategy. 


It gives a 
previously 
unavailable 
opportunity for 
knowledgeable 
disabled people to 
influence the 
Government's 
activities towards 
promoting disabled 
people's rights. 
This is all good 


However this still needs 
to be addressed, and it is 
not difficult. All it needs is a 
simple addition to the 
existing laws to give legal 
entitlement for DPOs to 
have regular meetings with 
the minister. The law could 
define how and who would 
be involved. This would also 


~ Have your say 
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meet the Government’s 
obligation under Article 4 of 
the UN Convention to 
engage with DPOs. 

There might be objections 
that this gives DPOs unfair 
preferential status. It does 
not. Any other organisations 
would continue to be able 
to make representations to 
government as they wished. 
What this would do is 
encourage disabled people 
to want to join DPOs. This 
would improve the quality 
of the representative voice 
of DPOs into government at 
all levels, which is 
consistent with “Big 
Society” outcomes about 
community voice. 

But, even after DPOs 
have a legal basis for 
speaking to government, it 
does not let off the rest of 
government involved in 
developing and delivering 
disability policy, including 
Equality 2025, from actively 
listening to and acting upon 
the views of disabled 
leaders of DPOs, as key 
stakeholders in promoting 
disabled people’s rights. 


- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


- phone us 020 7619 7323 
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Sexual and Personal 
SIMON PARRITT 
Psychologist with psycho- 
sexual therapy experience 
Legal 
DOUGLAS JOY 

Senior solicitor at the 
Disability Law Service 


Benefits and Debt 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
and Disability Alliance 


Technology and Internet 
LEONIE WATSON 

Works with digital 
consultancy Nomensa 
Specialist Equipment 
JOHN MANDRAK 
Disability journalist and 
DLF helpline adviser 


Travel 

ANDY WRIGHT 

MD of Accessible Travel, 
specialist tour operator 


Money Management 
DAVID CLARKE 
Senior partner with 
Clydesdale Bank 


Access and Environment 
AGNES FLETCHER 
Disability trainer and 
consultant 

Property 

KATE SHEEHAN 
Director, OT Practice, with 
special interest in housing 
Motoring and Transport 
HELEN DOLPHIN 

A director of Disabled 
Motoring UK (formerly 
Mobilise) 
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rts you ask, they answer 


Had DLA, lost DLA, want DLA back 


| am a single parent 

with a son who has 

cystic fibrosis. When 
he was three months old he 
was awarded Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA) — 
the care component at the 
higher rate. Now that he’s 
16, he’s had to reapply for 
DLA. He’s meant to fill in 
the forms himself but since 
he’s unable to, | filled in the 
forms for him. Unfort- 
unately, the application | 
made on his behalf was 
turned down, so it would 
appear that having been 
classed as disabled with a 
life-threatening condition 
for the past 16 years, 
suddenly, overnight, he has 
become able-bodied. 

The criterion for form 
filling when describing 
yourself as disabled is that 
you must be in receipt of 
DLA. For tax credit 
purposes, for example, my 
son is only classed as 
disabled if he receives 
DLA, and only classed as 
severely disabled if he gets 
the care component at the 
higher rate. So, as a 
working mother struggling 


i meee a 
wae 


to survive, my income is 
about to be seriously 
depleted. Any help would 
be greatly appreciated. 
Linda Eyles, by email 


Ken Butler of 
Disability 
a | Alliance says: 
dia! All children 
awarded DLA must make a 
new claim from their 16th 
birthday. However, the same 
DLA care and mobility 
disability tests apply to 
children and adults — except 
for the lower care compon- 
ent “cooking test” — but 
with children needing to 
show they have supervision 
or care needs “substantially 
in excess” of the usual level 
for children of the same age. 
Cystic fibrosis is a life- 
time disorder, with lung 
disease being progressive 
and worsening but, sadly, 
your son’s refusal for 
support is not uncommon. 
DLA is refused to many 
disabled people who are 
then forced to go through 
unnecessary and avoidable 
appeals processes. There is 
also huge inconsistency in 
DLA renewal claim 
decisions for people with 
degenerative conditions. 
Your son should have 
appealed against the refusal 
of his DLA within one 
month of the decision 
letter’s date. The qualifying 


conditions for DLA are not 
directly related to the nature 
of an impairment or health 
condition, but refer to the 


‘level and frequency of one’s 


care and supervision needs 
and/or mobility problems. 
Keeping a short diary to 
show your son’s typical day 
and night-time care and 
supervision needs might 
help his appeal. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
can help you prepare a 
support letter relating to 
your son’s care needs and 
mobility problems, on 
completion of its DLA care 
enquiry form. See ~ 
cftrust.org.uk or call 0300 
373.1010) 

Your son should also seek 
help at a local advice centre, 
eg. a Citizens Advice Bureau. 
To find a centre near you, 
visit the Disability Alliance 
website at disabilityalliance. 
org/f15.htm. As well as 
supporting you through the 
appeal process an advice 
centre may be able to help 
you obtain medical evidence 
(eg from your son’s cystic 
fibrosis consultant/ 
nurse) that can confirm his 
continuing needs. If the 
appeal is successful, he 
should again be awarded the 
tax credit element you refer 
to — including full arrears — if 
you notify HMRC within 
three months of the DLA 
appeal decision. 


commentnow 


Are wheelchair bans ever justified? 


| was recently 

refused admission 

to an attraction that 
was wheelchair accessible 
but had banned motorised 
wheelchairs and motorised 
scooters, apparently 
because they’d had two 
incidents involving these 
forms of transport. The 
venue, Babbacombe Model 
Village in Devon, offered 
me a small wheelchair to 
use instead but | needed 
someone to push me and | 
was too big to fit in it. | 
was very upset and told 
them they were breaking 
the law by refusing me 
admission. | want some- 
thing to change so this 
doesn't happen again. 
Lindsay McKirgan, 
Weston-super-Mare 


Agnes 
Fletcher says: 
| can imagine 
; how distressing 
it was, with all the effort 
and expense involved, to 
plan an outing and then be 
unable to enjoy it. 

| asked the venue to 
explain the situation and 
they told me: “Because the 
model village is set ina 
steep natural valley and is 
accessed via several steps, it 
is simply too dangerous to 
allow motorised chairs into 
the village. We do have a 
manual wheelchair available 


which can make the visit 
possible but you will need 
the assistance of at least one 
strong helper. If this is not 
possible you can come into 
the park on the motorised 
chair but only to access the 
viewing terrace which offers 
distant views over the park 
and café. There is no charge 
for this but you will be asked 
to sign a disclaimer saying 
that you won't try to go 
beyond these two points.” 

This is all spelled out on 
their website. 

Like many attractions, 
Babbacombe has been 
around for a long while — it 
is about to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary. Sadly, when 
the site was chosen, access 
for disabled people wouldn’t 
have been a consideration 
and half a century on, it 
probably can’t be made 
more accessible than it is at 


present because of the 
steep slopes. 

In terms of the legal 
situation, the Equality Act 
2010 only requires service 
providers to accommodate 
disabled people by doing 
what is “reasonable”. But 
while they may not be 
legally obliged to alter the 
physical layout of the site or 
allow motorised wheelchairs 
(for health and safety 
reasons), there could still be 
other options. For example, 
if you were able to bring a 
manual chair that you could 
safely and comfortably use, 
it might well be reasonable 
for them to provide the 
“helpers” that they mention 


- phone us 020 7619 7323 


> If you have a question for our panel 


- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


DAITHAIC.BLOGSPOT.COM 


from among their own staff 
to help you access the site, 
rather than expecting you 
to provide them yourself. 

A legal case would be 
needed to determine 
precisely what might be 
reasonable in the case of 
the Babbacombe site but it 
may very well be that they 
are not in fact in breach of 
the law. It’s important that 
they are clear about what is 
possible — upsetting though 
that may be — on their 
website and in any direct 
communications with 
potential visitors, but it 
appears that they are. 

I’m sorry | can’t give you a 
more encouraging response. 
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> EAL 


MASSAGE 


Specialist in mobility products 


We are Established stockist of all mobility products, Including motorised scooters, reclining beds and chairs 
(optional massage). Please phone us with your requirements and we will be only to glad to help. 


; 

PLEASE CALL FREEPHONE | 
0808 1789 107 

| E 

TO ARRANGE A FREE 
HOME DEMONSTRATION | 


S Pet O1l245 426° 851 boo , 

WW O mest paate oe South WwW tha Ferrers = 
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ideal Massage Limited Registered Office : 2nd Floor, 145-157 St John Street, London, EC1V 4PY @ Company Registration Number :06987337 


ete’splace 


Squeeze till the Pips squeak 


f you decided in advance 
what answer you want to 
a question, it’s axiomatic 
that you have to design 
the question accordingly. 

Now the Government has 
been absolutely clear: it 
wants to reduce the cost of 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) by “at least 20 per 
cent”, a statement of fact 
given me by the Depart- 
ment for Work and Pensions 
(DWP) for my own /n Touch 
radio programme. 

There are only three ways 
to achieve that: by reducing 
the number of people who 
get the benefit, by reducing 
the amount those who get 
it are paid, or both. I’ve not 
seen any discussion of 
payment levels yet, but the 
initial draft criteria, put out 
by the DWP in May, suggests 
that many people who have 
been given the help of DLA 
by meeting its criteria quite 
legitimately, will no longer 
get Personal Independence 
Payments, or PIPs, which 
are scheduled to be 
introduced in 2013. 

Other suggestions of how 
they might still qualify 
involve resorting to the kind 
of points system used (and | 

would say discredited) in 


The new Personal Independence 
Payment is a cynical money-saving 
ploy, says Peter White, and it’s likely to 
have a real impact on our quality of life 


assessing eligibility for 
Incapacity Benefit; or 
suggesting that “aids and 
appliances” used to help 
people perform daily living 
skills should be taken into 
consideration. 

| find this depressing. The 
introduction of DLA in 1992 
was one of the most liberat- 
ing actions ever for disabled 
people. It was brought in 
not by the party usually 
associated with handouts 
for the disadvantaged but 


ed cetera 


by John Major’s Tories on 
what was their genuine 
conviction that it was right. 
The problem is, need is 
hard to assess, and govern- 
ments of all colours still 
accept an almost totally 


medical picture of disability. 


To make things worse, the 
Government now says it 
wants to channel what 
money there is to those 
with the severest needs, 
implying that money will be 
taken from those whose 
need is recognised but isn’t 
considered severe enough. 
By the way, this isn’t a 
party political issue. There’s 
plenty of evidence to 
suggest that plans very like 
the ones the Government is 
seeking to introduce were 


| pei with, we're ‘re just] 
tryingtoseewhof 
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in place well before 2010, 
and the general election, 
hence the deafening silence 
from Opposition benches. 
And yet there’s something 
tawdry about a system to 
take money from disabled 
people because of the 
behaviour of a banking 
system left largely 
untouched, and nodded 
through by a Parliament 
both sides of which have 
been found guilty of 
cheating on their expenses. 
I’m reminded of Denis 
Healey’s old, unfulfilled 
promise to “tax the rich till 
the pips squeak”. It looks 
as if the rich have now 
introduced their own 
pips, to make the rest of 
us squeak. 


Heads c or Tails? } 


A 
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he last time | saw 

disability rights 

activist and Leonard 

Cheshire Disability 
(LCD) residential service 
user Doug Paulley, we were 
both giving oral evidence to 
the Parliamentary Joint 
Committee on Human 
Rights and Independent 
Living, earlier this year. He 
provided powerful evidence 
of the barriers in the way of 
both human rights and 
independent living that can 
face disabled people living 
in residential services. 

But Doug has also 
featured in these pages in 
his own right before when | 
wrote about longstanding 
problems he had been 
having with LCD 
(disabilitynow.org.uk/latest 
-news2/news-focus/more- 
news-focus/further- 
discomfort-for-leonard- 
cheshire). 

Doug had been found by 
a local inquiry to have 
suffered “institutional 
abuse” by senior managers 
at LCD. Following a 
complaint from Doug, the 
Information Commissioner 
found Leonard Cheshire to 
be in breach of the Data 
Protection Act for failing to 
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“respond adequately to a 
request for access to 
information from one of 
its service users”. Doug 
was found to have been 
“denied the opportunity 
of correcting what may 
be inaccurate or 
misleading personal data 
about him”. 

Doug has now had further 
internal emails about him 
released by LCD following 
the judgement in his favour 
by the Information 
Commissioner. But what is 
interesting about them is 
that they reveal a focus that 
is no longer restricted to 
Doug, but which has now 
switched to me!! 

These include the 
following comments from 
managers relating to me 
and the Disability Now 
article referred to above: 
“Yes | have seen it. It is by 
Peter Beresford and is in 
similar vein to Private Eye... 
The advice is that there is 
not much point challenging 
Disability Now but we could 
pick it up with Brunel 
University who are his 
employer 

“...this chap [PB] is 
impossible - the premise of 
his question reveals an 


Activist and advocate for disability rights Professor Peter 
Beresford recounts how internal emails reflect a negative 
attitude to criticism of human rights failures 


innate bias. Unfortunately 
LCD has nothing to gain in 
assisting him in his article”. 
Now let’s look a little 
more closely at what | am 
being accused of here. Like 
Private Eye | reported 
accurately the Information 


It is as if LCD has 
completely lost the 
plot. It seems to 
have forgotten that 
itis a registered 
charity with a 
public commitment 
to securing the 
human rights of 
disabled people 


Commissioner's judgement 
against LCD and in favour 
of Doug Paulley. | am found 
guilty in absentia of “innate 
bias” but my repeated 
request to LCD for their side 
of the story in the interests 
of accuracy and balance 
were ignored on the basis 
that LCD felt it “had 


+> Have your say 


euestcolumn 


Leonard Cheshire's challenge allergy 


nothing to gain in assisting 
[me]”. Finally there is the 
suggestion that while best 
to leave Disability Now 


~ alone, it might be worth 


having a go at Peter 
through his employer. I’ve 
heard no more of this and | 
am wondering what my 
offence might have been — 
telling the truth? Reporting 
the public judgment of an 
independent official? 

What is really worrying 
here is that it is as if LCD 
has completely lost the 
plot. It seems to have 
forgotten that it is a 
registered charity with a 
public commitment to 
securing the human rights 
of disabled people. Instead 
it seems to have seen itself 
as part of a shady 
politicized underworld of 
denial, concealment and 
failure to uphold disabled 
people’s rights, prepared to 
attack any independent 
voice that it sees as serving 
disabled people’s rather 
than its interests. Time it 
relearned the word 
“accountability” and let’s 
hope its new CEO will be 
able to take it forward in 
that task. 


- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
- phone us 020 7619 7323 


rom Jubilee Automotive Group 


The all new Ford Galaxy Liberty redefines first class 
wheelchair accessible travel. 

Seating up to five adults comfortably along with the 
wheelchair passenger, effortlessly combining style & 
performance in a spacious and flexible environment. 
It is luxurious, elegant and exceedingly practical 
offering unparalleled levels of comfort, access and 
dignity for everyone. 


“Jubilee’s stunning Ford Galaxy Liberty is quite 
simply in a class of its own” 


5 seats + wheelchair passenger 
[> Manual & automatic gearbox options 

[) Range of economical diesel engines 

[> Zetec, Titanium & Titanium X models 

[> Superbly engineered by Jubilee 

C) Beautifully integrated access adaptions 
C) Modern, stylish, practical & refined 


www : jubileeauto = ne! 


CALL FREE 0800 634 8407 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Open Monday to Friday 9am-6pm & Saturday Yam-4pm 
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Give the world a lift 


Recent stairlift convert Cilla Shiels says there’s still a stigma attached to having one, but she believes 
that familiarity may breed less contempt 


n today’s modern world 
mobility scooters and 
electric wheelchairs have 
become commonplace in 
towns and cities throughout 
Great Britain. Disabled 
people can stop ina 
disabled parking bay, hire a 
scooter and tootle around 
their town enabling them to 
shop independently. 30 
years ago disabled people 
were pushed by willing 
helpers or relatives with 
strong muscles or by costly 
council support staff. Or the 
more likely alternative 
would be that they’d have 
stopped at home. The 
immense benefits to health 
and well-being in accessing 
the community and thereby 
maintaining independence 
and dignity is certainly 
immeasurable. 

The same foresight and 
vision could be applied to 
the installation of stairlifts 
in the home. Stigma is still 
attached to having a 
Stairlift fitted. 

To often they, and the 
people who use them, are 
still the butt of jokes by 
otherwise supposedly 
socially aware comedians. 
Having one is seen as being 
the harbinger of signs of 


42 disabilitynow.org.uk 


old age — though what’s 
wrong with something 
which will probably 
overtake most of us — when 
in fact, they can be an 
essential tool for anyone 
who needs one to overcome 
difficulties in climbing 
stairs, to access the whole 
of their home without the 
necessity of moving lock, 
stock and barrel away from 
the familiar community they 
enjoy living in. 

Recently, we had the 
experience of deciding to 
have a stairlift installed in 
our home rather than 
moving, and it flagged up 
the fact that we still have a 
long way to go with 


Cilla’s husband Mike using their stairlift 


discrimination over 
disability and old age. 

The technician from a 
reputable company 
installing the lift, although 
excellent at his job at which 
he could not be faulted, 
asked me in an embarrassed 
whisper “Is the stairlift for 
your husband?” 

Once again, and as so 
often with many things to 
do with disability, we face 
the ignorant attitudes 
towards things which are 
unfamiliar. Stairlifts are 
sniggered about in this way 
because they are mainly 
associated with age and 
disability. If all new homes 
were fitted with stairlifts as 


Perhaps 
tomorrow's 
architects may have 
the vision and 
foresight to include 
a method for getting 
up stairs in all new 
properties © 


part of the design it would 
ensure everyone who had 
disabled friends and 
relatives visiting their 
homes that those visitors 
would be safe, whilst 
maintaining their 
dignity. They would also be 
much more commonly seen 
with the result that people 
would simply become more 
accustomed to them. 
Perhaps tomorrow’s 
architects may have the 
vision and foresight to 
include a method for 
getting up stairs in all new 
properties. And after all, 
even young married couples 
will eventually age and 
perhaps suffer the effects 
of advancing years or 
maybe even have a stroke. 
In that event moving 
wouldn’t always have to 
be the option they would 
have to take at that time 
in their lives. 


Looking for a 
wheelchair car? 


Why not join the Brotherwood community forum: 


Which will give you access to thousands 
of Brotherwood customers 


Post your own questions 


Or ring and speak to 
' our experienced admin staff 
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From the big hair and drainpipes of the 1950s through classic punk anti-attitude to what’s new, 
says that the alternative fashion scene may be just the place to look for something to 
help you give people something to look at 


ver since Punk exploded on an 
unsuspecting world in the late 
70s there have been some high 
profile disabled people whose 
style was left of centre. From lan Dury 
in the 70s, to people like musician 
Bobby Style and myself in the 80s and 
90s to Disability Now’s former 
fashionista Lara Masters, actor Mat 
Fraser and poet Penny Pepper there 
have been many well known disabled 
people who avoided high street 
fashion. | have always felt that for 
some reason “dressing weird” suits us 
disabled types. | do know that there 
are more and more young disabled 
people coming over to the dark side, 
so for those of you who like being a bit 
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more creative about your fashion 
choices | popped down to the London 
Edge trade fair to find out what next 
season holds. 


One of the big trends that could 
almost have been designed with 
disabled people in mind is Steampunk. 
It’s a crazy mix of Victorian elegance and 
sci-fi — imagine Sherlock Holmes in 
Space — and it’s great. Whether you use a 
wheelchair, or sticks, whatever it just 


goes. The leader in this kind of design is 
RavenSDL (ravensdl.com/catalog) and 
my wardrobe is full of their stuff, 
especially their fantastic military jackets. 
Another personal fave that has 
disability running through it is Punk. 
With Punk icons lan Dury and Helen 
Wellington-Lloyd disability has always 
been synonymous with this classic 
alternative fashion scene. | used to 
wear my leg brace on the outside of 
my bondage trousers and clip bondage 
straps to it, making it a feature of my 
outfit. There are currently two schools 
of Punk fashion. One is old school, 
with companies like Tiger of London 
(tigeroflondon.co.uk) still making 
original designs straight out of 1977, 


DIANE WALLACE 


the other is a more glamorous modern 
twist. If that appeals, then the great 
guys at Charles of London 
(charlesoflondon.com) are at the 
cutting edge. 

If you fancy something different, but 
aren’t too keen on going too way out, 
then the retro 50s movement should be 
right up your street. At the minute it’s 
taking on a more cartoonish element, 
with the hair being brighter and bigger 
and the clothes being equally bright 
and colourful. So big D.A.s and 
beehives top off classic drainpipe jeans 
and tight T-shirts or crazy print dresses. 
Companies like Limb (limb- 
clothing.com); Lady K Loves (lady-k- 
loves.com); and Collectif 
(collectif.co.uk — see picture above) 
make gorgeous 50s dresses, while my 
mate Miss Katie (pictured left) 


e aed os new y models 


(misskatie.com) covers the designer 
end, with a range of sexy dresses and 
underwear. For the men try out Toxico’s 
Rednek range (toxico.co.uk) and Lucky 
13 lucky] 3apparel.com). 

As well as major movements within 
the alternative scene, there are 
companies that just do cool stuff that 
is different. A personal favourite at the 
minute is the American designer Lip 
Service (lipservice.com). 

They do it all, from classic rock, punk 


with personal service and customer 
care our priorities. 
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and Goth to cyber and steampunk, and 
they do it very well. Another UK 
company that do it all are Necessary Evil 
(katesclothing.co.uk) but they have 
their own take on alternative classics. 
Well worth a look. If you want to shop 
online but fancy doing it all via one 
shop try visiting Black Rose 
(blackrose.co.uk) who stock pretty 
much everything you might need. I’d 
also advise visiting your local alternative 
clothing shop, as not only will you get a 
personal service and support your local 
shops but you'll find out about the 
alternative scene in your area. 

And if you’re wondering if dressing 
“weird” is for you, | know | started 
dressing this way as it occurred to me 
that people were going to stare at me 
whatever, so | gave them something to 
stare at! 
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Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 
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The ups and dowms of 


Wales 


Blind tandem cyclist Mandy Redvers-Rowe spent three days in the saddle touring North 


Wales with her friends Deni on the front of the bike and Fred in the support Land Rover. These 
are excerpts from her diary 
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FRIDAY 29 JULY 2011 

WALLASEY TO LLANGOLLEN 
66.22 miles in 5 hrs, 30 mins & 28 secs 
* Average speed 12mph »« Fastest 
speed 37.7mph 


tart at 7.30 when Fred and Deni 

come and pick me up, Fred with 

the Land Rover to take my bags 
and Deni with the bike. Wear shorts, 
top, yellow jacket, summer gloves and 
helmet. The first 20 miles is to the 
Little Chef at Two Mills. 

I’m a bit tired as | didn’t sleep well 
last night and Deni too seems low in 
energy. She says that she’s had a 
tough week with some long shifts. 

We pedal steadily for about ten 
miles, with lorries and cars flying past 
us, but it’s flat and easy and we don’t 
care much. 

At the Little Chef we tie the bike up to 
the sign and sit at a table where we can 
see it while we eat. | order griddled eggs 
on toast, which is beautiful, Deni has a 
teacake and Fred has a full breakfast. 
Feel much better now I’ve eaten. From 
now on the route is new to us. Although 
Deni has done this route once before 
now she’s in the lead so needs to refer 
to her map which she is keeping stuffed 
in her back pocket. Whenever there’s a 
turning in front of us we stop, Deni gets 
out her map, she works out where we 
are, she stuffs it back into her pocket 
and we set off again. 

Beautiful countryside here, lots of 
stone walls, fields, large shady trees, 
traditional cottages with ivy growing 
up their walls with names such as 
Heather Cottage and Ivy Cottage, and 
large isolated brick-built houses with 
gates and drives and hidden gardens. 

Cycle through Saighton, which we 
wonder how the locals pronounce. Is it 
the same pronunciation as the devil? 

Past the Dee, which has lots of wild 
_ pink flowers growing along its banks, 


Carrog Station 


And there are swans swimming there 
too. Really, really beautiful. 

As we cycle across the bridge, 
surrounded by yet more pink flowers, 
with yet more swans swimming in the 
river, we See a sign saying “Welcome To 
Wales”. Yes, we’ve made it, done the 
first 40 miles and are now in 
completely new territory for both of us. 

As soon as we set off into Wales we 
have to start climbing. It’s not too bad 
as we go through Borris, then.Marford 
then we hit our first big climb. It’s so 
steep that we have to stop and take a 
few minutes to get our breath back. 
Something absolutely unheard of for 
us. As we're struggling up we hear a 
large wagon following us. When it gets 
the chance to overtake us it really has 
to struggle to get up the hill to get 
past us. As it happens, that hill was a 
mere appetiser compared with what 
was to come. For, from that moment 
on we do nothing but climb. 

Up and up. Up through deeply 
wooded hills, climbing past fields of 
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sheep, and fast-running streams. Up 
alongside cars and lorries, but no 
walkers, or cyclists. We keep thinking 
that around the next corner it'll level 
out, or we'll get a down, but each time 
we're disappointed, for as we turn the 
corner we see in front of us yet another 
up climb and instead of it getting 
easier it gets tougher. Deni describes 
how looking ahead at an up hill, she 
can see where the trees have been cut 
away to allow tall vehicles to get 
through. We soon discover that cut- 
away trees is an indication of a very 
steep climb indeed. To get up such a 
gradient we have to go down to our 
lowest gear, a gear previously unused 
by us, have to stop frequently to get 
our breath back and drink lots of juice. 
Eventually there is a small down and 
we're able to freewheel, but the road is 
very twisty and Deni can’t see very far 
ahead so she keeps the breaks on. At 
the bottom of the down hill we are 
confronted by yet another very steep 


up. And this pattern continues, a climb, > 
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another climb, yet another climb, then 
a drop, a short freewheel, and then 
another sharp climb. It’s so bad, so 
unrelentless, that we begin to dread the 
down hills because we know that it will 
only mean another climb on the other 
side, and any height that we may have 
made prior to the down will be lost and 
have to be climbed again. It just goes 
on and on. And on and on and on. 
Later, we see a sign saying “Mount 
Zion” and for an instant | believe that 
we may have reached the top and that 
we'll be able to relax, but almost 
immediately we start to climb again. 

It is glorious up here though. There 
are moments of beautiful silence when 
far below | can hear fast-running water, 
trees rustling in the soft breeze and 
sheep bleeting in the distance. Then at 
last Deni sees a telephone pole in the 
distance that is no higher than the one 
in front of us. This could mean that 
we've reached the top. Then, 
amazingly, unbelievably, Deni sees 
Fred parked next to the Ponderosa 
Café which we know is situated at the 
summit. We’re there. We've made it. 
We've climbed to the top of Horseshoe 
Pass, 1,367 feet above sea level. 


SATURDAY 30 JULY 2011 
LLANGOLLEN TO LLANRWST 
Distance 38.07 miles in 2 hrs, 55 mins 
& 49 secs * Average Speed 12.9mph 
* Fastest speed 33.4mph 


e set off from our lovely B&B 

after a beautiful breakfast of 

fresh fruit followed by bacon, 
eggs, mushrooms, fried potatoes, 
tomatoes, beans and toast. Manna from 
heaven, which | 49normally deny myself 
because of the calories, but when | 
know I’m going to be cycling all day | 
actually need to eat this much. 

Bottom sore but legs are fine as we 

leave and turn left, left again and up. 
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Pictures from top to bottom: Leaving Holt; The top, Ponderosa Café; and along the 
backroad via Llantysilio and Rhewl 


And up and up and up... of course. 
Straight into a climb. Just like yesterday, 
it gets very steep at times and we have 
to stop and take a moment before we 
carry on. Below we can hear a train, it 
keeps tooting its horn playfully, staying 
with us for some time, just behind or 
just in front, overtaking us then waiting 
just to speed past us again, as though 
it’s glorying in its own speed and 
laughing at our slowness. | wonder if it’s 
a steam train and imagine that | can 
smell that lovely smoky smell rising up 
through the clean air. 

As we reach the top everything thins 
out, the trees disappear and the 
landscape becomes just grass and 
sheep and clouds. Then down, and 
down, and at the bottom we turn, cross 
a bridge and see an old fashioned train 
station nestled deep in amongst the 
mountains. We take a break and stand 
on the bridge for a bit and look down at 
the station which we now know to be 
Carrog station. Deni and Fred describe 
it to me, the neat little platform, the old 
station house festooned with flower- 
filled hanging baskets, and the two or 
three old diesel trains parked up... not 
steam ones... offering tourists short 
rides between Llangollen and Carrog. 
Truly beautiful. The quality of the 
sound here is dense, muffled, softened 
by the enclosed space created by the 
magnificent mountains. We discuss our 
day ahead; we need to make it as easy 
as possible as we cycled so hard 
yesterday. Deni suggests knocking off 
ten miles and staying on the A5 to 
make it a bit easier on the legs. | agree, 
without any hesitation... after all, 
tomorrow we have to cycle home and 
we know it’s going to be well over 60 
miles, and we suspect that there are 
going to be a few hills on the Welsh 
side of the border so... why wear 
ourselves out today? 
~ The next place along the road is 


Pentrefoelas and we consider stopping 
for coffee here but decide to keep 
going until we get to Betws-y-coed. 


SUNDAY 31 JULY 2011 
LLANRWST TO WALLASEY 
Distance 68.33 miles in 5 hrs, 57 mins 
& 10 secs * Average speed 11.4mph 
* Fastest speed 39.4 mph 


eave after good breakfast, 

another grey day but not cold at 

all. Bottom still tender but my legs 
are fine. Cycle past the shops, the small 
bridge we stood on last night, past the 
station then uphill for at least two 
miles. A steady climb though, quite 
manageable; yes we do have to stop 
and drink juice a few times but it all 
seems fine. 

Then some downs and some ups to 
Llansannan. Here we turn right and go 
across a little bridge and up. Very 
steep, so steep that we actually 
wobble. As we’e taking a stop for 
some much needed juice a couple with 
a dog turn into view up ahead; they 
laugh and stop for a short chat. As we 
take off we can hear them laughing 
behind us... we must look terrible as 
we zigzag across the path to try to get 
up this mountain. Carry on, but 
eventually have to get off and walk, 
mainly because after one of our stops 
the gradient is so severe that we 
estimate that before we get our first 
pedal stroke in the bike would start to 
slide back down the hill uncontrollably. 

The higher we get the more barren 
the landscape. At the top we are 
surrounded by tiny droplets of rain, 
darting about; we think we must be 
inside a cloud. Then down, and down 
and down, Deni with the brakes on 
because she’s unable to see very far 
ahead due to all the turns in the road. 
We're still going fast though, and 
then, we suddenly go very fast indeed 
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as we drop down out of the sky, it’s 
like a rollercoaster. | scream like mad... 
don’t get me wrong, | was already 
screaming, but when we drop, go 
faster than | think I’ve ever gone in my 
life before, | scream even louder. Wow. 
It is a bit scary. What am | saying, it’s 
very scary... but fun too. | tell Deni 
that she is very brave, seeing such a 
drop and calmly steering, and | have to 
admit that | feel brave too, for simply 
hanging on, staying upright, not 
fainting or anything. 

The ups are tough though. We go 
from speeding along down to the 
valley bottom and for a while as we 
begin to climb the cycling is relatively 
easy, but then we get slower and 
slower until once again we’re going no 
faster than a Welsh snail. We have 
problems with the chain coming off 
and have to stop to fix it. 

As we begin to climb Deni says that it 
looks as though we’re cycling across 
the moon as everything is so barren. 
Flat, no trees or bushes, all bare, bleak. 

Going through Flint, past shops and 
people, we have to stop at pedestrian 
crossings and for traffic lights. It’s busy 
and noisy and much more familiar than 
the peace of the mountains. We’re 
leaving Wales behind us, leaving it’s 
beauty and its challenges. I’ve 
absolutely enjoyed every minute, 
every pedal stroke, the hard bits, the 
scary bits, the joyful bits, the fun, 
everything, enjoyed sharing it with my 
friend Deni and her lovely husband 
Fred. Enjoyed it very much, but at this 
moment, | have to say, that I’m very 
glad that we’re on our way home ... 
because | am very tired. 


INFORMATION 
Total Tour: 172.56 miles in 14 hrs, 


23 mins & 27 secs, averaging 
12mph and max speed 39.4mph 
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ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 
By And For Disabled People 


A qualified designer who is disabled will make all the 
difference to the design of your accessible kitchen. 


Bg DESIGN matters 


UALITY KITCHENS << EXPERT DESIGN 


Call for an appointment to visit our fully accessible showroom 
with easy parking just off Junction 3 or 4 of the Mgo. 


APPROVED 
MEMBER 


Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP1o 9NB 

Tel: 01628 531584 ® Fax: 01628 532389 
www.dmkbb.co.uk 


OW f° fora 


1 quote 
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Insu 


“ oendaae At Fish we know that every little saving helps, that's why we | 
AUC ON. constantly offer competitive premiums on our 
Disabled Car Insurance. 


Our policy is specifically designed for disabled 

drivers and blue badge holders, including 
wheelchair accessible and 
specially adapted vehicles. 


So if you want to take advantage of 
Car Insurance designed for your 
specific needs - now is your 


ial 


Danny is a very happy two-year-old 
boy. He is quick to laugh and has the 
most endearing giggle. He is 
developing a good sense of humour. 
Danny is very small for his age but is 
very active — walking, running and 
climbing whenever and wherever he 
can. He likes physical activities, 
movement and noise in general, 
bobbing up and down to music. 
Danny loves bath time and is 

@ fascinated by the washing machine, 
watching it go round. Danny loves 
interaction with other children and 
adults and gets great pleasure from receiving praise. His vocabulary is growing 
and he ably makes his wishes clear. 


Danny can lose interest in his food very quickly and feeding him takes 
patience. Sometimes he eats a small dinner and at other times he shows 

no interest in eating. He likes a variety of foods but his dietary intake is very 
limited in terms of quantity. He is able to hold his own bottle. Danny is on 
Infatrini formula milk to boost his calorie intake and he is monitored by a 
dietician and specialist Health Visitor. Danny has a diagnosis of Foetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder. 


If you are interested in hearing more about Danny, please contact: 
Penny Cadman, Medway Adoption Team, Elaine Boe Clifton 


Medway | 
Close, Strood, Kent, ME2 2H6. Tel: 3; email: ities | 


Serving You 


Yh 7 or oe See i a ae 
_ wo Insurance for wheelchair 2 
adapted cars 


| ~ New for old cover which 
specifically protects 
modifications 


W Up to £2500 wheelchair in 
transit cover 


U Free courtesy car or up to 
£700 mobility allowance if a 
suitable car is not available 


W Breakdown recovery 


including home start 
chance! a 


ie ‘and home start as standard 


0500 432141 


Lines are open Monday to Friday Barn - 5pm. Telephone calls may be recorded ‘and monitored for your protection. Fish Insurance is. a prea | name of Fish Administration Ltd, registered in England number 4214119. Registered office: 
2-4 Riversway Business Village, Navigation Way, Preston, PR22YP. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Full terms, conditions and exclusions are shown in the policy wording which is available from the 
website. All applications are subject to certain underwriting criteria. 
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n reviewing kitchen 
products for this page, 
particularly those that 
come from the main- 
stream market, | generally 
start with three 
questions. First, what is 
the appliance like as a 
product? Second, does it 
have particular usefulness 
for disabled people? And 
third, how does it fill the 
gap left by alternatives 
that are difficult or 
dangerous to use? 

Many disabled people 
face particular challenges 
— and in this case, that is 
an appropriate use of the 
word — with tasks like 
slicing and grating. Many 
prefer to steer clear of 
Mandolin slicers, and, 
after several spectacularly 
bloody hand and finger 
injuries, | for one don’t 
blame them. Some tradi- 
tional graters are tricky to 
handle or hard to anchor 
firmly on a surface. 

True, you can resort to 
your large multi-tasking 
food processor if you 
have one, but is it really 
worth getting it down, 
making it dirty and 
washing it up, just to 
grate a bit of cheese or 
slice some carrots? 

For these reasons | was 
attracted to the idea of 
the Tefal Fresh Express 


even before | saw it. It’s a 
compact electric slicer and 
grater with attachments for 
fine and coarse shredding, 
thick and thin slicing, and a 
fine grater for things like 
parmesan and chocolate. 

It’s certainly compact: all 
the five attachments fit into 
a plastic housing which can 
be clipped to the main unit 
which itself is quite small; 
the cable stows away in the 
back, meaning it doesn’t 
trail or get tangled with 
other cables. 


Slicing and grating on the red button 


When it comes to handling some of the trickier aspects 
of food preparation, lan Macrae finds a product that 
fills the gap in the market between large, more 
expensive food processors and simple, cheap graters 


In fact, since it arrived, the 
Fresh Express has lived at 
the back of a work surface 
without, it seems, infuriating 
my nearest and dearest. 

When it comes to what it 
brings to the disabled cook’s 
party, however, it turns out 
to be a bit of a curate’s egg. 
There’s no doubt that it 
slices shreds and grates 
nicely, and above all safely. 
It also has an easy-to-find- 
and-identify big red button 
to start and stop it. The 
food — I’ve done carrots and 
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cucumber slices, and 
grated cheese and 
chocolate — slides down a 
chute and into the path of 
the protected blades by 
pushing a plunger. 

But attaching the 
various cones can be a bit 
of a faff, involving a 
certain amount of jiggling 
to locate them and the 
thing that holds them. 

As for what it produces, 
you get nice thin and even 
slices of cucumber — handy 
for the sandwiches if you 
find yourself entertaining 
the vicar. The thicker blade 
was good for courgette 
and also did carrots rather 
well, but if you like your 
stew ingredients or side 
veges nice and chunky, 
you might find these a 
little delicate. Also, the 
grating process does have 
a tendency to spray bits of 
food all over the counter. 

The small grater was 
very good for parmesan. 

It also did a good job on 
chocolate, though you 
have to make sure the 
chocolate is really cold, as 
with any other grater, or it 
will melt. 


INFORMATION 


Tefal Fresh Express 
Lakeland.co.uk 
£49.99 
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arlier this summer, 

on Sunday 31 July 

to be precise, the 

BBC programme Top 
Gear featured Jeremy 
Clarkson and James May 
driving electric cars to 
Cleethorpes. 

The piece, a comparative 
test between the two 
vehicles generated, you may 
remember, some controversy 
because of what one of the 
manufacturers regarded as 
unfair criticism of their car 
by Clarkson. 

However, sparks also flew 
as a result of another aspect 
of the item. 

When they pulled over 
into a car park to discuss 
the merits of the cars they 
were driving they parked in 
two disabled bays. 

The national press were 
quick to spot this 
misdemeanour and within 
hours the Top Gear 


ay's 


No strangers to controversy, Top Gear’s top dogs found themselves incurring the wrath of the 
disabled community when they strayed into an area which is close to home for Helen Dolphin 
and Disability Now 


crew and me about using 
the disabled bays prior to 
filming, because of the 
disrespectful impression it 
would convey. They only 
capitulated when we assured 
them the parking had been 
approved by the owner, and 
that the disabled bay 
markings would not appear 
on television.” 

Top Gear is known for 
being a little un-PC and is 
not averse to controversy. 
However, with disabled bay 
abuse at an all-time high | 
believe people in the public 
eye should not be shown 
openly using disabled 
parking bays as it sends out 
the wrong message to the 
general public. | would 
hope that no one watching 
the programme would think 
“Jeremy parked ina 
disabled bay so that’s OK” 
but there is a tendency for 
people to copy what they‘ve 


publicity machine had producer Andy Wilman to all the viewer's we have seen on TV. 


generated an apology on shouldered the blame: “This —_ upset as a consequence. At the moment the only 
their website. In the was our fault, not theirs, and § Both presenters expressed thing preventing non- 
apology the executive we unreservedly apologise deep concern to the film disabled people using 
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disabled parking bays in 
many off-street car parks 
(e.g. supermarkets) is their 
conscience. When it’s 
raining, or someone is “only 
popping in quickly” or “just 
using the cash point” these 
consciences seem to 
disappear. Results from the 
last Baywatch surveys show 
that there is still a large 
percentage of the 
population happy to park in 
disabled bays when theyre 
not disabled. 

Top Gear say they were 
told by the car park owner 
to park in the disabled bays 
as it was a quiet spot for 


| would hope 
that no one 
watching the 
programme would 
think ‘Jeremy 
parked in a disabled 
bay so that’s OK’ but 
there is a tendency 
for people to copy 
what they've seen 
on TV 
them to film but that in 
itself was the wrong thing 
for the owner to advise. He 


should have been keeping 
those spaces available for 


disabled people. The 
problem with parking spaces 
is that you never know 
when someone is going to 
turn up and want to use it. 
They may have been happy 
to move should a disabled 
person turn up but as a 
disabled driver | cannot see 
me readily asking a Top Gear 
film crew to move! 

Having worked in 
television | do appreciate the 
predicament the presenters 
were under as sometimes 
you do have to film where 
you are told. However, there 
were plenty of opportunities 
during the editing of this 
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report to either remove the 
wheelchair symbol or choose 
a different shot. What | 
cannot understand about 
this report is if the 
presenters raised their 
concerns at the time, and if 
these assurances were made 
that they wouldn’t be shown 
abusing disabled bays, why 
did neither of them check 
this was the case before the 
report went out? If that had 
happened the only 
controversy surrounding 
that report would then be 
what Jeremy and James said 
about the electric cars they 
were testing. 


SEE IMPEY AT NAIDEX SOUTH - LONDON EXCEL EXHIBITION CENTRE - 19/20TH OCTOBER - STAND H42 _ 


IMPEY SHOWERS LIMITED, CONQUEST BUSINESS PARK, ILTON, SOMERSET TA19 9EA 
TEL: 01460 256 090 | FAX: 01460 256 800 | EMAIL: info@impeyshowers.com 


www.impeyshowers.com 


impey 


SHOWERING FOR THE CARE MARKET 
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It’s a long way from the bank’s back office to the football pitch. But one Paralympic hopeful has shown 
that he’s as driven and successful in his sporting life as in his professional financial one 


ensure that there is 


There is one England striker | Clydesdale Bank, David’s finance, worlds apart 


that has a goalscoring personal life is very different from trying to skipper a complete fairness regardless 
record for his country that is from his professional team of four others on the of the levels of sight of 
equivalent to almost a goal sighted counterparts. He football field. the players. 


a game. But it’s not Alan 
Shearer, it’s not Gary 
Lineker. It’s not even 
Wayne Rooney. It’s captain 
of the England blind 
football side, David Clarke 
(pictured, centre). 

By day a senior partner at 
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describes his career as 
seeing him lead very much 
“a double life”. 

In his working 
environment, the England 
captain manages a team of 
17 people and juggles the 
high-pressure world of 


Played with a ball that 
contains ball bearings so it 
is audible, blind football 
is a 5-a-side game, with 
goalkeepers being 
sighted or at least having 
some sight. All outfield 
players are blindfolded to 


“A lot of the best players 
possess a good first touch. 
It’s really important to have 
good ball control because if 
you lose control it’s very 
difficult to regain 
possession,” says Clarke. 

As someone with an 


astonishing record of 108 


© goals in 111 international 


caps, David has a record 
that most pros would be 
proud of, and puts him 
firmly in a position to talk 
about other great players 
of the game. 

A Liverpool fan, he lists 
Steven Gerrard and 
another prolific striker, 
Robbie Fowler, as his 
footballing heroes. 

So, how did he get 
involved in playing football, 
traditionally not a sport 
associated with people with 
visual impairments? 

“I've always been 


A lot of the best 
players possess a 
good first touch. It's 
really important to 
have good ball 
control because if 
you lose control it's 
very difficult to 
regain possession 


passionate about football, 
my parents are from 
Liverpool, and | just wasn’t 
given a chance. 

“| started playing with 
people who did have sight, 
and then older kids. All my 


hard work trying to get into 
professional football paid 
off in the end.” 

So, with 2012 on the 
horizon, what does the 
veteran forward player think 
about playing in front of a 
home crowd in London? 

“It will be truly amazing,” 
he says. 

As someone who has 
been a part of the 
development of blind 
football since its inception, 
David is modest about his 
involvement, and is 
adamant that the sport will 
continue to grow long after 
he has retired. 


AY 
THE VASSALL 
CENTRE TRUST 


Transforming Environments, Transforming Lives 
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At 40, and with four 
marathons also under his 
belt, that time may not be 
far away. So what does he 
plan on doing when he 
finally does decide to 
hang up his record goal- 
scoring boots? 

“My family and 
particularly my wife are 
tremendously 
understanding and | am 
looking forward to repaying 
them when | have hung up 
my boots,” he says. 

Astonishingly, he has also 
represented his country at 
another visually-impaired 
sport, goalball. 


EXPERT SOLUTIONS FROM DISABLED EXPERTS 


The Vassall Centre Trust is a national social enterprise run and controlled by disabled people and committed 
to disabled people’s equality. We are pleased to announce the launch of Total Disability Solutions, following 
the transfer of an existing business from Scope. This builds on our expertise of over 13 years in developing 
barrier-free solutions and inclusive practices. Whether the issue is because you are an employer, a service 
provider or a professional adviser, and whether you are in the private, public or voluntary sectors, we can find 
the answers you need to make your work with disabled people leading edge. These answers may include 
training on legal issues and good practice, bespoke consultancy or auditing of what you currently do. 


We only employ leading disabled trainers, consultants and access auditors, and we are always on the look 
out to increase the size and quality of the team. We are keen to work in partnership with other disabled 


For more information please contact us on 020 7619 7346 


people’s organisations. We have offices in Bristol and London. 


or email totaldisabilitysolutions@vassallcentre.org 
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Twenty years is a long gap between albums in anyone’s career. But as Genie C 


all tied up with her feelings for her own label, Stream Records 


it’s never going 
to rival Sinatra’s 
or Elvis. But for 
disabled musician and 
| performer Genie Cosmas, 
the revival of her Stream 
Records label after 
20 years away, and the 
release of her new album 
Cry From The City are big 
events. And the album’s 
reception will do her just 
fine. 
“I’ve got so much 
| interest,” she tells me. 
“So many people like 
me and my CD started 
selling all over the place.” 
Looking back to the 
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s comebacks go, 


time when she first set up 
the label, she realises that 
the point at which she 
became disabled was a 
pivotal one. 

“| started learning the 
piano at five, but after that 
| didn’t really do much in 
music until | became 
disabled at 24 when | took 
up the saxophone as a way 
of expressing myself. 

“At that time I’d been 
listening to a lot of funk 
music, reggae, jazz — | 
remember seeing Dizzy 
Gillespie at Ronnie Scott’s 
when | was 16. Later | was 
also interested in the Two- 
Tone movement in Coventry 


aera 


” Genie Cosmas Cry Fr 
Music 4 Film, TV & Radio 


with unreleased Mix 


where | went to university.” 
As a Sax player, Genie 
gigged around in a variety 
of bands for a while. 
Then she reverted to 
piano and formed her 
own band. 


It was around this time 
that she began to be 
interested in the Disability 
Arts scene. 

“| remember seeing an 
ad asking for performers 
in the old Disability Arts 


In London (DAIL) magazine. 


€s leaturing Robert \\ 
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»smas tells, for her it was 


om The City 


Vvatt 


After that | mainly worked 
on the Disability Arts scene 
although my band was an 
integrated one 

with me as the disabled 
member.” 

At that time there were a 
number of really good 
disabled musicians working 
both in disability arts and 
on the mainstream music 
scene. But like many of 
them, Genie discovered that 
it was difficult to get 


market-and-image 
conscious label bosses 
and A&R people to sign 
disabled acts. 

That’s what made Stream 
Records happen. 

“Stream Records was 
originally set up for me 
to record my first album. 
| didn’t have a record 
company, so | did it all 
myself.” 

It was the classic Indie 
label model. 

“Later | used the label to 
record a couple of other 
disabled artists, but it was 
mainly for me to record 
my album.” 

So had she set out with 
the idea of being a kind of 
magnet for disabled artists? 
Giving them a place to go 
when no-one else would 
sign them? 

“| didn’t ever sign 
anybody. It wasn’t that sort 
of operation. | agreed to 
find funding and provide 
facilities for other artists 
to perform.” 

One of the albums she 
produced during the mid- 
90s was one which had 
iconic status by an artist 
who became a bit of a 
legend among disability 
activists. 

“One artist | worked with 
was lan Stanton. He made a 
fantastic CD called Rolling 
Thunder, all songs which 
carried the disability 

rights message.” 


Stream also produced 
Nice Work, an album 
showcasing the talent of 
blind classical soprano 
Clare Graydon-James. 

But eventually the 
funding ran out and 
production went into 
cessation. Genie explains. 

“The reason the funding 
eventually dried up is that 
the funders wanted me to 
become a charity. | 
refused. | didn’t see why if 
you were disabled you 
had to become a charity.” 

Unsurprisingly 
perhaps at this point, 
Genie lost heart. 

“In the end it got so 
frustrating that | didn’t do 
much work and started 
teaching. | wasn’t doing 
much with Stream 
Records and | let it go by 
the wayside.” 

Now, she’s pulled 
together a composite 
album of 16 instrumental 
tracks — including one 
featuring Robert Wyatt on 
piano — under the title 
Cry From The City. 

The title she says, 
seems rather appropriate 
after recent events which 
have taken place in 
London and elsewhere. 
But, as importantly for 
Genie, it means her label 
is back in business. 

“After 20 years | 
thought | might as well 
resurrect it, so | did.” 
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Edinburgh jottings 


With Festival nights now a distant memory, Penny 
Pepper (pictured) reflects back on a week spent at 
Europe's biggest cultural event 


he sun is out as we 
cruise past another 
caravan on the 
winding stretches 
of the A1. I’ve clocked up 
seven hours on the road, 
and one stop at services for 
a quick loo and coffee 
break. My PA looks perky 
enough and we chug on. 
The sun stays with us as, 
nine hours on, we pull up 
on the south side of the 
Royal Mile, a mere sporran’s 
throw away from all the 
intense madness that is the 
Edinburgh Fringe. But I’m 
pleased to note no cobbles, 
and a beautiful, peaceful 
Victorian flat with spacious 
rooms. The low golden 
sun warming us through 
the tall windows is a 


welcoming sight. 

Another day and my first 
outing to Fringe. The 
jagged streets are packed 
with swarms of eager 
tourists and armies of flyer 
teams. Many young people, 
not many crips. | spot one 
white cane user, clinging to 
his companion’s arm, one 
wheelie juddering down a 
cobbled nightmare. I’m 
aiming towards Udderbelly — 
a large, inflated purple cow 
rests upside down, udders 
skywards. Always makes me 
smile. I’m here to find ‘The 
Wee Coo’, venue to see 
Laurence Clark’s new show, 
Health Hazard! 

There’s quite a gathering 
as we edge into the intimate 
space. On the small stage, 
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Laurence’s trusty signature 
projector sits in anticipation. 
For just under an hour we are 
entertained by Laurence’s 
nifty work with PowerPoint 
and the remote control. 
Consisting of witty charts 
(e.g. the wife and her 
headaches) film clips and 
nifty graphics, | feel this is 
not much of a departure 
from his earlier 12% Evil, 
although there are new 
laughs to be had at the 
expense of Americans and 
their abject fear of universal 
health care, that darn 
“socialised” stuff. Laurence is 
at his best when showing his 
interactions with the public, 
and his efforts with American 
medical insurance companies 
is hysterical. | will never hear 
the words “say inquiry” again 
without giggling. 

At least Laurence 
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performed in an accessible 
venue. When booking my 
tickets at the central office 
in the Royal Mile, | discover 
that both Chicken Shed 
Theatre pieces were not. 
Also, neither was Deaf 
comedian Steve Day and 
disabled comedian 
Francesca Martinez. What 
comment can | add? 
Edinburgh is brutal when it 
comes to access, especially 
the old town and | have 
some sympathy for how 
hard it is to get anywhere to 
do anything — accessible or 
not. Still, it’s a shame. 
Another day another 
lunch and I’m at my venue 
in Princes Mall, by the food 
hall. My one-woman 
spoken word show 
Adventures in the Dark and 
Light is to have its Fringe 
debut. | have a tight knot in 


my stomach. This is the 
harsh world where inclusion 
and access are not 
automatic words in 
anyone’s vocabulary. Me 
and my cello player, Jo Cox, 
bumble on, trying to suss 
out where to put things, the 
logistics of parking and 
carrying. There’s no money 
and only my weeping credit 
card carrying me through 
this adventure. I’m 
conscious recent travels to 
work have left me tired and 
tight on time. 

Yet I’ve made a wonderful 
discovery that | can slip into 
the show. Edinburgh’s “high 
kirk” is St Giles. A gift — 
since | perform a piece 


called Cripplegate Town, 
about the crips and lepers 
that once congregated by 
St Giles church in London. 
St Giles | am sure you know 
is the patron saint of 
cripples and the infirm! 

We've flyered for some 
time, coaxing an audience 
away from their burgers and 
fries. 20 odd people are 
waiting.... Jo goes behind 
the screen, the sombre 
music plays. | hide under a 
sheet, wrapped in an apron 
with giant false breasts. 

Huge deep calming sigh, 
and... here we go... 40 
minutes pass. 

Did it go well? Breathless 
now but pleased. Great 
comments, expressions of 
intrigue, curiosity and much 
enjoyment. My writing Is 
praised, Jo’s playing is loved. 

ve done it. I've done a 
show at Edinburgh Fringe! 

Sad then | have to relate 
that within three hours | 
was in Edinburgh Infirmary, 
taken ill. A long and tedious 
tale worthy of the worst 
melodrama. 

Regardless, | love you 
Edinburgh. | know | will be 
back to your cobbles, your 
drizzle, your friendly charm 
and history. But next time, | 
hope it will be with an 
entourage and loads of 
money. Yes, hope indeed. 


> Up-to-the-minute listings 


For all the latest arts listings visit 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk/entertainment/arts 


Full name 
Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 


Please call Fiona Riley on 020 7619 7351 
Email fiona.riley@scope.org.uk 
www.scope.org.uk/dnmag 


Please return this form to: WA 
Legacy Department, Scope Sats 
Freepost LON 8654 REMEMBER A CHARITY 
London N7 9BR Help the work te ona 


2111006 8274 Scope is a registered charity, number 208231. © Scope September 2011 


MOBILITY | ADAPTATION ! LIVING AIDS | ACCESS | CLOTHING | MMUNICATION | SAFETY | FURNITURE | LEISURE | HOLIDAYS 


1] Celebrate Independent Living... 
Naidex at Naidex South 


19-20 October 2011 | ExCeL London 


The disability, homecare and rehabilitation event for London and the Southeast 


@ Touch, test and compare hundreds of new products @ Get tailored one-to-one advice from an 
in one of London’s most accessible venues. independent Occupational Therapist at Meet the OT. 
@ See the latest wheelchair accessible vehicles in the Car Zone. @ NEW Visit the Paralympics Sports Showcase and watch 
@ NEW Get free advice at Meet the Expert. exciting sports in the 2012 venue! 
® Try the latest sensory products and sports and play @ NEW Visit the Independent Living Show Home to see the latest in 
equipment for your kids in KideQuip. new technology and get ideas for stylish adaptations to your home! 
@ Compare the latest communication aids, assistive @ The event providing inspiration for anyone affecte disability, 


technology and lear ss in the Communication special needs, learning difficulties, long terms: 


arthritis, diabetes, dementia and autism, t 


Register n now for FREE ENTRY www.naidex.co. uk/south 
and use priority code: EDNOW 


NAIDEX IS SUPPORTED BY: NAIDEX IS SUPPORTING: 


hoc 
© 0 xd ee ants 


NAIDEX IS CO-LOCATED WITH: 


PRIMARY 


FIND US ON: 


Ele 


Aids to Daily Living 


PT, 


y 
f 


@ grips, holds & opens 
® long lasting - easy to clean 
@ non toxic and latex free 

@ Award winning 


We can take mobility payments on 
used wheelchair cars. 


Prices from £3000 or £115 per month. 


FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME DEMONSTRACTIONS 


TEL: 0161 793 5934 


Full details on our website, 
www.wheelchaircars.co.uk 


for your free material sample please 
e-mail nonslip@dycem.com quote DN 


www.dycem-ns.com/dn 
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webwatch 


Site makes right move on transport 


In this season of leaves 
on the line, Annie 
Makoff looks at a new 
initiative for airing our 
grouses over late 
trains and other 
transport problems 


ritish transport isn’t 

exactly what you 

would call reliable. 

Not when you 
compare it to the likes of 
the German or French 
systems, which are 
renowned for their 
efficiency. And when it 
comes to being fully 
accessible, well, it’s better 
than it was... 

One good thing about 
British transport, though — 
it gives us Brits a great 
excuse to complain. We 
complain about delayed or 
cancelled trains, over- 
crowded buses, signal 
failures, bus stops not in 
use, out-of-service toilets 
etc. But does it actually 
change anything? 

Up until now, probably 
not. But following the 
launch of a website called 
FixMyTransport.com 
recently, we now have the 
chance to turn our 
complaints into something 
more constructive. 

It’s simple to use and 
sets out exactly what it 


= S = FixMyTransport 


Euston, we have a problem 


Bus didn't show up? 
Report your problem with a: 


STOP or STATION JOURNEY or ROUTE 


ABOUT FEEDBACK 


What FixMyTransport does 
84 Reports problems 
Q., Finds people responsible 
@® Grows support 
4. Tracks progress 
/ Gets things done 


and we will help you get it fixed 


| Follow us on Facebook & Follow us on Twitter 


does in no uncertain terms: 
Users report an issue or 
problem, FixMyTransport 
informs those responsible 
(maybe a transport operator 
or a government 
department), users add 
their support to the issue 
while tracking its progress, 
and the issue ends with a 
satisfactory result. 
Hopefully. 

At every level, the site is 
easy to navigate: it uses 
bright, contrasting colours 
and clear text. The options 
available while reporting an 
issue are presented in large, 
colourful text boxes that 
make the reporting process 
quick, easy and accessible. 

And, as the website is UK- 
wide rather than primarily 
London-based (unlike some 


How does it work? 


Browse Site 


View recent issues 
View routes by region 


Map of issues 


sites), users can report 


problems from anywhere in 
Britain, from large towns 
and cities to little-known 
villages. Any mode of 
transport (including river 
transport) and any route or 
station stop can be reported 
to the site. 

The issues reported are 
just as diverse. The specific 
(“Put a seat on Platform 1 
at Stone Station”), the 
practical (“Leaking Bus 
Shelter”), even the vague 
(“Do Something About 
Smelly Trains”). 

Users can track the 
progress of these issues by 


> Have your say 
- write to us Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
- email us editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 

- phone us 020 7619 7323 


entertainmentnow 


status buttons located to 
the right of each report: 
“Current” (in orange) or 
“Fixed” (in green). They 
can also check specific 
routes for any reported 
issues that may affect 
their journey. 

Submitting a report 
doesn’t guarantee it will 
be resolved: the ratio of 
“current” statuses far 
outweighs the number of 
“fixed” ones, although this 
could be because the 
website is still relatively 
new. It also depends on 
the amount of support an 
issue has gathered and 
how easily (or not) a 
raised issue can be fixed. 

The site also encourages 
a “praise” element. If a 
user was impressed with 
an aspect of their journey, 
they can use the cheery 
blue “say something nice” 
button, found under “View 
routes by region” on the 
homepage. 

FixMyTransport enables 
dialogue between the 
public and transport 
service providers, giving 
an element of control to 
the public while enabling 
providers to respond 
directly to issues and 
concerns as they happen. 
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worklife 


Saved from the scrap Heap 


For Peter Cousins, work closely mirrors life. Cast aside from employment 
when he became disabled, he now runs a project where the old and apparently 
useless is recycled by young trainees who might also have been written off 


‘m the chairman of 

Brighter Future, a 

workshop which | 

founded in 2005. We 
train disabled people 
alongside trained 
technicians to recycle and 
repair mobility equipment 
that would otherwise be 
scrapped. Things like 
scooters, walking frames 
and rise and recline beds. 

We might get ten 
damaged wheelchairs from 
the NHS and we make six 
good ones out of them and 
keep the rest of the parts 
for spares. 

The average price of a new 
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scooter is £2,500 to £3,000 
but we sell them for £400 or 
£500. 

My day usually starts at 
nine o'clock and | leave the 
workshop at about two. | can 
only work ina sitting 
position for about four hours 
and I’ve got an office in my 
bedroom and | lie with a 
laptop above me so | can 
carry on working until ten or 
eleven at night. My main job 
is talking to firms asking for 
old equipment and we’ve 
recently had ten palettes 
worth of equipment that had 
been lying in a warehouse for 
ten years. Our warehouse is 


6,000 square feet and is full 
of equipment waiting to be 
recycled. 

The idea for Brighter 
Future Workshop came 
about when | was running 
Shopmobility in Ormskirk. 
One of our scooters had a 
puncture and a young guy 
who was quite severely 
disabled threw himself out 
of his wheelchair and 
started taking the wheel off 
with a spanner to repair it. 

| tried to raise money but 
was scoffed at by people 
who couldn’t grasp the 
concept. Their approach 
was “how can disabled 


people repair or recycle 
mobility equipment?”. 

Although our workshop is 
in Skelmersdale, we sell 
nationally and abroad too; 
90 per cent of our sales 
come from the eBay 


~ website. We’re working 


flat-out, but we’re coping 
with demand and have just 
taken over the premises 
next door. We're turning 
into an independent living 
centre where people will be 
able to try out the 
equipment we make. 

I’m 63 now but | don’t 
want to retire. | was left on 
the scrap heap when | 
became a wheelchair-user 
and | couldn’t inspect 
explosives and dangerous 
chemicals and | had to take 
early retirement. So | want 
to leave a legacy of 
supporting disabled people 
to believe in themselves, be 
active in the community 
and move on in life. 

We've won the Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise and | 
hope that will help secure 
our future as a self- 
sustaining social enterprise. 

Anyone could do what | 
do, but to succeed you 
need to find a niche market, 
persevere with funders who 
turn you down and possess 
the ability to motivate the 
workforce. 
-stores.ebay.co.uk/ 
Brighter-Future-Mobility- 
Equipment_W0QQ_armrsZ 
-- Peter Cousins was 
talking to Sunil Peck 


Massive choice 
Great value prices 
Helpful customer service 
FREE catalogue 


Good service comes as standard 

“Great service, fast delivery and hassle free returns policy | would 
certainly use Ability Superstore again and recommend them to 
friends.” Mrs S, May 2011 

“Their patience, politeness, product knowledge and all round 
customer service was excellent - something | rarely encounter 
these days!” Ms K, April 2011 


Call 0844 358 1398 


Locate 9,000 toilet facilities for disabled people 
across the UK with our new smartphone app. 


e Find up-to-date details of Radar Key accessible toilets 

e Instantly locate the nearest facility that meets your needs 
e Search by town, location, postcode or well-known place 

° Get directions by road, bus or on foot 


For more information about the National Key Scheme and 


guides to accessible toilets visit www.radar-shop.org.uk 


Go mobile with Radar’s NKS guide 
iPhone app £4.99 (from the App Store) 


www.apple.com /iphone /features /app-store.html 
Blackberry and Android versions out soon 


Telephone: 020 7250 3222 Textphone: 020 7250 4119 
Email: rpl@ radarorg.uk & the disability rights people 


www.radar.org.uk 
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A future 
without 
Muscle 

Disease 


Muscle disease affects more than 70,000 babies, children 
and adults in the UK. It causes muscles to waste and weaken. 
It is life-limiting and there are no cures. 


The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign funds pioneering research to 
find treatments and cures. We also provide practical care, support 
and advice to children and adults with muscle disease. 


A gift to us in your Will gives hope to people with muscle disease. 


To find out more please contact Sarah West 020 7803 4834 or 
visit www.muscular-dystrophy.org/giftinyourwill 


Muscular Dystrophy Campaign, 
61 Southwark Street, London SE1 OHL 


Registered Charity No, 205395 and 
Registered Scottish Charity No. $C039445 


Campaign“ Y 


All carefully designed for tetraplegic owner. 
Ceiling hoists Electric hi/lo profiling beds. 


Shower/toileting chairs Pressure relief mattresses 


Large caravan. Superb location and views. 
South-facing balcony Lake cruises, pubs, 
restaurants, many other attractions only 5-30 


minutes away. Similar accommodation in prime 


location at 


Also apartments on level sea-front prom-path 


sea/mountain views sleeping 6+4 at 


See www.theukweb.com/disabledholidays 
or call 01274 588142. 
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, diesel, black, 
pas, electric front windows, Hi- 
top. Full wheelchair conversion 
incl lightweight manual ramp, 
four wheelchair clamps. Carries 4 
people incl wheelchair user or 5 
without. 4 new tyres and new 
battery, one owner from new, 
MOT expires April 2012, full 
service history. £2,475 ono. Tel: 
01303 256002 (Folkestone) or 
email: janplant@hotmail.co.uk 


, diesel, 


6 speed Silver with RICON power 
lift 5 seats plus wheelchair 
registered December 2003 
owned since 2004. Full Renault 
service history, 74k miles, vgc 
with new tyres all round. MOT 
expires December 2011, 2 
owners from new. £5,750. 

Tel: 01953 789397 (nr Norwich) 
or email: elppaenip22- 
bigcat@yahoo.co.uk 


Focus auto estate. Simple hand 
controls. Cowan GZ colour coded 
(green) rooftop wheelchair 
storage operated by driver. X reg. 
55k miles. One owner. 
Exceptional condition. Tax and 
MOT expires August 2012. 
£2,250. Tel: 01622 687801 
(Maidstone). 


, metallic 
blue, twin sliding doors, driver 
and front passenger captain 
seats, e/windows and e/mirrors, 
air con, driver's airbag, 1999 (V 
reg), remote central locking, pas, 
6-changer CD player/radio, 
immobilizer, removable tow bar. 
Invatravel Wheelchair Conversion 
incl rear mounted RICON 
wheelchair lift, inertia belts and 
holding down straps. 7 seats 
without wheelchair, 5 with. 130k 
miles, MOT expires August 2012, 
£6,300 ono. Tel: 07940 048534 
(Peterborough) or email: 
adam@kaznowski.com 


diesel, V220 CDI Trend MPV, 

5 doors. 6 tip and fold seats 
PLUS wheelchair only. 

40,000 miles. 1 owner. 
Lowered floor and ramp to rear. 
Jubilee Conversion. Powered 
steering, air conditioning, 
electric privacy windows, 

ABS, central locking. Priced for 
quick sale at £5,000. Tel: 
07721081975 or email: 
davido@camberfordlaw.com 


HOUSEHOLD & FAMILY 


NURSING CARE BED (Liberty 
Euro3000) including Carelux 
replacement mattress with 
bamboo cover 1960 x 900 x 
140mm plus two Easyex bed 
levers. Pink head and foot 
boards, 4 section profiling, five 
year frame warranty. Purchased 
in January 2011, only used for 
three months. Excellent 
condition, total cost was 
£2,300, will accept £1,500 ono. 
Tel: 01634 681979 (Chatham, 
Kent), 07518 109044 or 
longcarmic@hotmail.com 


PROPERT 


BUNGALOW & COTTAGE - 
Tobago, West Indies. 
Beautifully situated on a golf 
course near the sea (sleeps 8). 
Main house: 3 beds, all air con, 
3 baths (1 disabled), large 
lounge, dining room, separate 
kitchen, easy access swimming 
pool. Includes cottage: 
bedroom (air con), bathroom, 
kitchenette, lounge/dining area. 
Garage and outside toilet, 
carport. Both properties 

fully furnished. Designed for 
disabled use. All bedrooms 
have terraces. Approx 1 acre of 
well kept gardens including 
local fruit trees. US$875,000. 
The property can be viewed 

in more detail at: 
www.tobagovilla.co.uk. 

Tel Brian Abraham: 

001 868 639 3325 or email: 
abreal@tstt.net.tt 


Worry-free means 
everything is included 
for peace of mind 

% Use your mobility allowance 


Breakdown recovery 
Road tax and insurance 
Servicing and maintenance SA Motabil ity 
- 60,000 mileage allowance 
Specialist advice www.motability.co.uk 


for as little as an i. 
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or your present car in part exchange with cash back! 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 


SS 


Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0800 953 4002 
NEARLY NEW LEASING SCHEME 


y 


aa ‘! J 


advance payment 


On a whole range of Nearly New wheelchair accessible 
vehicles, some with less than a thousand miles on the 

clock and all with the same benefits as a brand new calc 
vehicle including :- 


Three year Motability Lease 
Servicing and maintenance : 
Replacement tyres and windscreen Peugeot Partner 
Breakdown cover 
Comprehensive insurance 
Road tax 

60,000 miles allowance 


ee ee he hr 


o 


Manual and automatic gearbox vehicles : eo, 
Citroen Berlingo 


and larger vehicles from just £495 advance 


Contact us now for :- 


Peugeot Teepee : VW Caddy : Citroen Dispatch Renault Kangoo 


for further information 


or visit our website :- 


0121 502 2252 


or call free from a land line on 


Jubilee Automotive Group 


visit our showrooms at Woden Road South, Wednesbury, WS10 ONQ 


| cash-back offer on part exchange vehicles only where the value of the vehicle exceeds the advance payment. Offer subject to availability as vehicles change on a weekly basis. 


Do you enjoy , 
and art? Want to improve 
your skills? Join ‘S 
weekly sessions for adults with 
learning disabilities, in Redbridge. 
Contact Spare Tyre: 
/ 


disability 


Channel 4 Documentary Series Is 
looking for people to take part. 


Are you or someone you know looking for love? 
Do you or they have a physical, sensory or other 
impairment, or a long-term condition? 


We're making a romantic, up-beat & insightful observational 
series for Channel 4 which will follow disabled people and 
those with a variety of conditions in the highs and lows of 
finding love. The intention is also to explore and challenge 
some of the barriers and issues that are faced. 


If you’re interested in taking part, please get in touch with 

us in confidence on: 020 7907 0863 / 07503 805614 / 
dating@betty.co.uk / http://channel4.com/programmes/take- 
part/articles/documentary-series-about-love-and-disability 


Contact us| Advertise| Subscribe | Archive 


To 
visit. ww 


find-out what's new at’Sc 
Kasngearn ae” SCENE 


BEE uving Have your say Latest news Entertainment Working Newsletter Editor's blog 
September 261. >Home 
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Sex: Talking for ourselves 


= Legal threat to Government from ‘ities 
The Government wil fnew lege! action uniese proves 
that & has comsicerad the ampact 


Warm words but scant hope from Dilnot 
in " Soowi Care by the commission headed 
inet WarTty TeCevEd, a 
about 


The no-nonsense lifestyle magazine and website for 
disabled people, powered by disabled people 


www.disabilitynow.org.uk: 020 7619 7323 
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We can cater for all your holiday needs so why 
not give us a call today and get ready for a 


FANTASTIC HOLIDAY IN FRANCE 


large bedrooms and a large level access bathroom 
Open plan kitchen, dining area and lounge 
Free Wi-fi, internet access and English television 
Profiling beds, hoists, shower trolley plus more 
10 minutes from coast, beaches & attractions 
Adapted transport & support workers available 
20% discount available on your ferry travel 
Direct Payments & Individual Budgets accepted 


aN Smaller apartment 


i Lb 


Modern passenger lift 


Visit our Website or call NOW for more information on: @S00@ 2849 GSOt 


ACCESSIBLE HOLIDAYS IN FRANCE 


rHolhdayvs 
for 
oisablicd 


Persons 


Fully accessible UK Centres CQC registered 
Daily excursions Funding assistance 


Further Details at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


Access Travel 


vital 6 The Hillock, Astley, Manchester. M29 7GW. IG 


Registered charity number 295072 for aisab nh pete es = O | 942 888844 rec 
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Holidaying all over 
France with... 
Reduced Mobility... 
Learning disabilities... 


are 


bara We can provi 
shower chairs, riser phe 
Bespoke wien feces 
stay easier and more com: . We 
your holiday. only 15 mins from Truro and mins from Eden ) 


er ei ye eal xplore 1 
© Seaside breaks | f say 


© Country retreats 
© City escapes 
© Mountain holidays 


Please call (01530) 417912 
or visit 
www.bespokefrance.co.uk 


Sauget Fiala Villa 
20 Green Close, Moor Road, Filey, North Yorkshire YO14 9GQ 


A five-bedroom luxury holiday villa specially adapted for disabled — 
people and their families and/or carers is now available to hire! 


THE WILF WARD FAMILY TRUST has designed a specially adapted 
holiday property which is one of the finest examples of its type in the 
| North, providing accommodation for up to eight people. It has two 

Pe tien, a ° ™), single bedrooms with profile beds (one on the ground floor) with 
Sf 4 a S eH Paes ».| ceiling tracking to en suite wet rooms with shower tables, three 
further twin or double bedrooms and a bathroom. The property 
includes a six-person lift, all rooms fully wheelchair accessible and two 
dedicated disabled parking spaces. 


One care worker said “I have worked with disabled people for over 20 
years and | have never seen such a well equipped and adapted holiday 
home”. 

David Hodgkiss and his family spent a week at Bempton Holiday Villa 
in April 2011 and described the specially equipped villa as esos of the 
best in the UK, If not the best”.. 


| This high specification accommodation can meet the needs of people _ 
¥i with the most complex disabilities. Additional support can also be 

% arranged If required by our fully trained staff. The Bay is a haven for — 
holiday makers looking for a ‘peace and quiet’ break and has direct 
access to one of the finest beaches in the country. It has its own 
Leisure Centre with a swimming pool and gym which guests staying at 
Bempton Holiday Villa can access free of charge. 
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Eight Award Winning Holiday ' 
Cottages, fully equipped and furnished to a high standard. Level access 
and wet rooms suitable for wheelchair users. Ideal for a relaxing break 
for two or a place where family and friends can gather for a holiday 

or special occasion. 


cottages im 


stay somewhere special 


We are hoiding an open day on 9th September 2011. 10am - 6pm! For directions, ay 
visit our website! www.bemptonholidayvilla.co.uk or phone 08456 050 371 


Boston, Lincolnshire. Tel: 01205 290840. M: 07887 652021. 
email: carol@elmsfarmcottages.co.uk. 
www.elmsfarmcottages.co.uk. Open all year Sleeps: 2-32 Wheelchair accessible caravan for rent sleeps 6 
Sited at Withernsea on Yorkshire's east coast. 
Fully adapted for severely disabled with ramped access 
(owner has MS) fully equipped kitchen. Two twin 


bedded rooms plus pull out double in lounge 


Self — Catering Cottages in Norfolk and Scotland 
Purpose-built, self-catering cottages for severely disabled and 
family in pretty villages of East Harling, Norfolk and Dirleton,. 
East Lothian. Cottages sleep 6 (2 with disabilities). State-of- 
the-art facilities include electrically operated beds, Clos-o-Mat 
toilet, bedroom-to-bathroom ceiling hoist, wheelchair shower 
and much more. Awarded highest National Accessible 
Scheme ratings. Weekly rates £550 - £875 (2011). 

- Please enquire about our amazing out-of-season offers 
available November — March. For bookings tel: 01787 372343 
(office hours) or email: info@thelinberwicktrust.org.uk. 
Website: www.thelinberwicktrust.org.uk 


(all bedding provided). Portable hoist (Invacare reliant 
250) and wheeled commode/shower chair provided. 
Please contact Vince or Jane on 01652 657088 
or 07747563808. Web: www.ggslegacy.co.uk 
Book 2012 early and pay 2011 prices! 


DISCLAIMER Disability Now is not responsible for claims made 
in the adverts it prints. Readers are advised to check claims with 
advertisers before relying on them. 
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: Algarve 
__.+ Portugal 


2 Wheelchair Accessible 
Apartments 


A beautiful country. 2 lovely ground 
floor self catering apartments, designed 
specifically for wheel chair users. Heated 
swimming pool. Quiet location, beautiful 
accessible beaches. Specialist equipment 
available, including a vehicle. 
& Ye hour flight from most UK airports. 


Call Hazel on 07977 269936 or 01209 714314 
www.tregooselet.co.uk 


Accessible Andalusia 
me Disabled Friendly Holidays in Spain 


Great food, beautiful views. Swimming Pool with Hoist. 
The highest level of accessibility. Mobility Aids & Care 

Accessible Airport Transfers & Excursions 
Discover all that Andalusia has to offer; Mediterranean beaches, 
stunning national parks & awesome Moorish palaces. 


Contact us for information & bookings 


029/21.2:54321 


November 2011 published 
25 October. Classified deadlines: 
Booking: 3 October. Copy: 5 October. 


4» Accessible Property Register 
HP pal a a 


Wheelchair accessible holiday accommodation 


Highest specification wheelchair 
accessible holiday accommodation 
throughout UK and overseas. Access 
ratings and unique holiday care 
assistance database now available. 


Double-Gate Farm, Somerset 


www.accessible-property.org.uk 


ei: 


Two stunning wheelchair 
accessible properties in 
= the idyllic rural setting of 
SS Perigord Vert.La Grande 
Maison sleeps up to 10, La Petite Maison up to 5. 
Contact Ed Passant on 01233 731097 
or ed@accessholidays.com 
www.accessholidays.com 


Tel: Mr or Mrs Costelloe 
01670 761242 or 07960416820 
Email: dazsmi2k@yahoo.co.uk 
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entertainmentnow 


backlash 


ight folks, I’m going 

to tell you a little 

story about 

something that 
happened to me recently, 
just for a change, that 
could have had horrible 
consequences. | know for a 
fact from speaking to other 
disableds that, although 
perhaps not in these 
particular circumstances, it 
isn’t something that just 
happens to me. 

As | mentioned on this 
page last month, | usually 
know my limits. I’m aware 
of what | can and cannot 
do. Most of the time. 
However. Every now and 
then (and usually at 1am on 
a Friday night after one too 
many sherberts), my level 
of self-awareness 
plummets. For a brief 
second, | forget the whole 
short arms and legs thing 
and picture myself as some 
form of non-disabled demi- 
god. A rippling, muscle- 
bound athletic Adonis who 
could leap tall buildings in a 
single bound. Before 
usually being dumped 
unceremoniously down to 
earth, with a bruised ego 
and an even more bruised 
backside. 

Nothing illustrates this 
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more perfectly than the 
incident I’m about to 
mention to you. Picture the 
scene. It’s 1am (told you) 
and I’m stood in a taxi 
queue in Edinburgh, when 
suddenly, a rather 
distressing fight breaks out 
about 30 feet away 
between two girls. A fight 
that it has to be said was 
more than one-sided. After 
the initial excitement of 
getting some bonus DVD 
extra late-night cabaret 


Playing the caped crusader 


Self-styled “Superstumps” aka Paul Carter this month turns to the business of 
getting down on the streets 


died down, | looked around 
to realise that not one 
person was actually 
bothering to do anything to 
stop it. So, who else in this 
situation would be the 
perfect man to fly in to 
defuse this war with love 
and peace but Superstumps! 
It was at this point | decided 
with utter clarity and sense 
that | should immediately 
do my civic duty and 
wrestle these two scrapping 
harridans apart. 

Yes, you read correctly. 
Me, trying valiantly to break 
up a barney between two 


| forget the 
whole short arms 
and legs thing and 
picture myself as 
some form of non- 
disabled demi-god. 
A rippling, muscle- 
bound athletic 
Adonis 


women. Two SCOTTISH 
women. Seriously readers, | 
could have been killed. Or 
at least singing three 
octaves higher for the rest 
of my life. | think I’d have 
been safer trying to get 
between two pitbulls 
scrapping over a packet of 
sausages. 

Trouble was, once | got 
there, it quickly became 
apparent that not only was | 
two feet shorter than them 
both, | was also quite 
drunk. So | fell over. To 
make it worse, | pulled them 
down with me, so the three 
of us ended up rolling 
around on the kerb before a 
friend pulled me away 
before | could embarrass 
myself any further. 

Next time, I’ll leave the 
crime-fighting superhero 
idea at home. Besides, my 
secret identity would be 
rubbish. 


Wheelchair Drivers 


Ne have the UK’s best selection of new & used Drive From Wheelchair or Transfer From Wheelchair Vehicles 
i 


ubilee have been building and supplying wheelchair driver vehicles 
or many years and have helped hundreds of people realise their 


Wy 


jjoals for greater independence and improved personal freedom. 
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NEW 2011 & Used Volkswagen Caravelle Sa 
& T5 Shuttle ‘Drive From’ or Transfer 


NEW 2011 RenaultSolus 


USED Suzuki Life Drive from Wheelchair and/or Side by Side 


Compact Drive from Wheelchair Cars 


Volkswagen Caravelle, drive from wheelchair or transfer 


Volkswagen T5 Shuttle, drive from wheelchair or transfer 


Renault Solus, drive from wheelchair or side by side swap 
Sirus Fiat Qubo, drive from and/or up-front passenger swap 
Renault Solus, drive from wheelchair 

Sirus Volkswagen Caddy, drive from wheelchair 

Sirus Renault Kangoo, drive from, choice of 5 

Kia Sedona Pilot, drive from/side by side, choice of 3 
Chrysler Entervan, drive from or up front, choice of 3 

VW Transporter High Roof , fully automated + transfer seat 
Mercedes Sprinter, fully automated drive from wheelchair 
Suzuki Life, drive from wheelchair, choice of 5 


: Mercedes Vito, wheelchair driver 


PHONE FREE 
JUBILEE 20°75 , 700522207 
: : Gy lee foy Utz 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-6pm/ Sat 9am-4pm 


f Lewis , 
Reed . 


Different by Design 


Exclusive Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
The New Prestigious Mercedes-Benz Viano 


Ped 
pie 
V5 


Outstanding for style, comfort and.quality. 
Lewis Reéd provide-practical, flexible and 
_ highly accommodating vehicles. 


Lewis Reed’s outstanding range of quality WAV’s include the new 
_ small Skoda Roomster, Volkswagen Caddy Compact, Caddy Maxi 
Executive, Kia Sedona, Volkswagen Cruiser Mark III, Volkswagen 
Shuttle, Volkswagen Caravelle Executive and now our newest most 
_luxurious of vehicles the Mercedes-Benz Viano. 


For more information call FREE now on Kia Sedona 
* 
0800 247 1001 2% Motability 
Or visit www. lewisreedgroup.co.uk SUPPLIER 
~ AWARDS 
Copyright to Daimler AG Mercedes-Benz 


*Calls from UK landlines are free of charge, calls from mobile networks may incur additional charges, please check with your telphone provider for details 


_ FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 
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